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Northwest Regional Newborn Bloodspot Screening
Specimen Collection Guidelines

Birth of the baby

If transfusion is needed before 24 hours of life

Collect specimen as soon as

possible after 24 hours and before Collect first specimen before
x RBC/ECLS transfusion
48 hours of life :
i
i
Transfusion

Collect an additional specimen at
48-72 hours of life, if initial collection
was =24 hours of life

Collect specimen

between 10-14 days of life

If baby is <34 weeks gestation at birth or

birth weight is <2000 grams,

collect additional specimen at 28 days of life

If a baby is transferred to another facility prior to 24 hours of life,
the responsibility of specimen collection resides with the receiving facility.
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