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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello I am Kathy Ellis the Vital Records trainer for the Center for Health Statistics. Welcome to our Birth Reporting Webinar Conference Call for Birth Information Specialists and managers. This webinar is about Fetal Death Reporting.

We’d like to thank you all for being here today and taking time away from your busy schedules.
We will have time at the end for a question and answer session. 


Today’s Agenda

Definition of Fetal Death

Requirements to Report (who, what, when)

Collecting information using the Fetal Death
Parent and Facility Worksheets

Transporting Fetal Remains — Disposition Permits
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We understand that the topic of this webinar is a very sensitive one. We also know that fetal deaths are rare, and in 2019 only 230 fetal deaths were reported to the Center for Health Statistics. Because fetal deaths are so rare, it’s very important to know what to do when your facility has a fetal death. It’s also important to know how fetal death is defined in Oregon law and whether or not a fetal death occurred determines if and what type of report is required, who is responsible to report, and who has authorization for disposition.



Legal Definition of Fetal Death

ORS 432.005 (14)

“Fetal death” means death prior to
the complete expulsion or extraction
from its mother of a product of
human conception, irrespective of
the duration of pregnancy, that is not
an induced termination of
pregnancy. The death is indicated
by the fact that after such expulsion
or extraction the fetus does not
breathe or show any other evidence
of life such as beating of the heart,
pulsation of the umbilical cord or
definite movement of the voluntary
muscles.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Fetal death” means death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, that is not an induced termination of pregnancy. This is according to Oregon law ORS 432.005 (14), 
The fetal death is indicated by the fact that the fetus does not breathe or show any other signs of life such as a beating heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or any movement of the voluntary muscles.



Key indicators of fetal death

Fetus is delivered without:
— a heart beat
— a breath
— umbilical cord pulsation
— voluntary movement
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key indicators of fetal death are:

The fetus is delivered without a heart beat, breath, umbilical cord, pulsation or movement.




How is fetal death determined?

A medical determination must be made whether a
delivery is a fetal death or a live birth.

Defined by law

— Fetal Death
* No signs of life after extraction or expulsion ORS 432.005 (14)

» Required to be reported only if the delivery weight is 350 grams
or more, or 20 weeks gestation or more if delivery weight is
unknown. ORS 432.143
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How is fetal death determined?

Whether a delivery is a fetal death or a live birth is a medical determination made by the birth attendant.

The two medical terms are defined by law:

If the fetus shows no signs of life after extraction or expulsion, then this is a FETAL DEATH, and a fetal death report is required if the delivery weight is 350 grams or more, or 20 weeks gestation or more if delivery weight is unknown.




What is not a fetal death?

If an infant is born showing signs of life but dies
shortly thereafter
— Signs of life include
* Heartbeat
« Breath
* Voluntary Movement
» Pulsation of the Umbilical Cord

An Induced Termination of Pregnancy (ITOP) is NOT a
fetal death

— ITOP is the purposeful interruption of pregnancy
— ITOP is required to be reported ORS 432.075
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If an infant is born showing ANY signs of life, but then dies shortly after, this is a LIVE BIRTH, not a fetal death.

Signs of life include:
A Heartbeat,
A Breath, or any
Movement�
Also, an Induced Termination of Pregnancy (ITOP) is NOT a fetal death. An ITOP is the purposeful interruption of a pregnancy, while a fetal death is an unintentional occurrence
An ITOP is required to be reported. ORS 432.075


Fetal Death Reporting Requirements — What is

mandatory to report?

« Weight of the fetus is 350 grams or more
« |If the weight is unknown, then report if the gestation period is

20 weeks or more

Fetal weight
is 350
YES grams or

more?
[ .
UNKNOWN
M‘_st

Gestation
h a

20 weeks
or more?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is mandatory to report?
Many early events of fetal death do not require reporting, but according to Oregon law (ORS 432.143), it is mandatory to report a fetal death if the weight of the fetus is 350 grams or more. If the birth weight of the fetus is unknown, a fetal death report must be filed if the gestation period is 20 weeks or more.

What should you do in instances where a fetal death report is not required, but the family asks for one anyway? 



Certificate of Stillbirth

« Certificates of Stillbirth are available to biological parents.
» Afetal death record is required.

* You may file a fetal death report even though the fetus does
not meet the minimum mandatory reporting criteria if the
parents want a commemorative Certificate of Stillbirth or a
certified copy of the fetal death certificate.

* For Non-mandatory reports, it is necessary to complete the
personal and medical information, including the delivery
weight.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You may file a fetal death report even though the fetus does not meet the minimum mandatory reporting criteria.  For non-mandatory reports, it is still necessary to include the delivery weight. Non-mandatory reports will provide the option for the parents to have a commemorative certificate or a certified fetal death certificate printed it they choose.  The commemorative certificate and the certified certificate of fetal death can only be printed at CHS in Portland. Counties are not able to print these for parents.



Reporting Requirements — When is a fetal death report
required to be filed?

Mandatory reports of fetal
deaths must be filed at the
Center for Health Statistics
within 5 days of the event.
ORS 432.143
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When is a fetal death report required to be filed?

Mandatory reports of fetal deaths (when the weight of the fetus is 350 grams or greater, or if the birth weight of the fetus is unknown, and the gestation period is greater than 20 weeks) must be filed at the Center for Health Statistics within 5 days of the event. ORS 432.143


Reporting Requirements — Who is responsible for
reporting?

 When a fetal death occurs in a hospital facility or other

licensed facility, the hospital or facility staff is required to
complete the report in OVERS.

« If the fetus is delivered outside a licensed facility, (at
home for example), the fetal death report must be

completed by the attending physician or a medical
examiner.

NOTE: If the family brings the fetus to your facility, contact the Medical Examiner.
If the family calls your facility by phone, refer them to the Medical Examiner.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Who is responsible for reporting?
When a fetal death occurs in a hospital facility, the hospital facility staff is required to file the report electronically using OVERS
Only report events that occur on the hospital premises or in route to the hospital
When the fetus is delivered in another licensed facility, a staff member from that facility must complete the report
When the fetus is delivered outside a licensed facility (at a home, for example), the fetal death report must be completed by the attending physician or a medical examiner.
If the family brings the baby to your facility, contact the Medical Examiner. If the family calls your facility by phone to report the fetal death, refer them to the Medical Examiner.



Who is responsible for reporting?

Did the fetal
death occur
in a hospital
facility?

YES NO

NOTE: If the family
brings the baby to
your facility, contact
the Medical Examiner.

Hospital facility staff is
required to file the report

Did the fetal

using OVERS death occur in

Staff member from
that facility must
complete report

Fetal death report

If the family calls your must be
(Only report events that facility by phone, refer another licensed leted b
occur on the hospital them to the Medical facility? Cﬂ";tp Edff y
. . Examiner. attenaing
premises or |n. route to the NO 5 hvsician or
hospital) P .Y .
(at home) Medical Examiner
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a summary of the prior page. If there was no attending physician, as in the case of a home birth, then the report would be completed by the medical examiner.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Parent and Facility Worksheets are used to collect the information used for the report of fetal death.

The Parent worksheet collect mother’s prenatal care information.

The Facility worksheets collect the required health and medical information related to the fetal death



Legal Definition of Live Birth

ORS 432.005 (21)

“Live birth” means the complete
expulsion or extraction from its mother
of a product of human conception,
irrespective of the duration of
pregnancy, that, after such expulsion or
extraction, breathes or shows any other
evidence of life such as beating of the
heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord or
definite movement of voluntary
muscles, whether or not the umbilical
cord has been cut or the placenta is
attached.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Live birth” means the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, that, after such expulsion or extraction, breathes or shows any other evidence of life such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord or definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached.


How is live birth determined?

A medical determination must be made whether a
delivery is a fetal death or a live birth.

Defined by law

— Live Birth
« Signs of life, even if alive for only seconds ORS 432.005 (21)
« Can be any gestational age
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How is fetal death determined?

Whether a delivery is a fetal death or a live birth is a medical determination made by the birth attendant.

 Defined by law
Live Birth
Signs of life, even if alive for only seconds ORS 432.005 (21)
Requires a birth record and a death record ORS 432.088

If the fetus shows signs of life, even for only seconds, even if there is very early gestation, this is a LIVE BIRTH, requiring a birth record and a death record to be filed.




Key indicators of live birth

Baby is delivered with any of the following
signs of life:

— a heart beat

— a breath

— umbilical cord pulsation

— voluntary movement
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key indicators of fetal death are:

The fetus is delivered with a heart beat, breath, umbilical cord, pulsation or movement.




Live Birth with subsequent death

If an infant is born showing ANY signs of life, but then dies
shortly after, this is a LIVE BIRTH.

* Any live birth requires a birth report that will be entered into
OVERS. ORS 432.088

 If the baby dies, a death report is required.
— A funeral home generally begins the death report
— This is not a fetal death
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Important:

ol

OREGOMN DEATH CERTIFICATE WORKSHEET FOR FUNERAL HOMES

Instructions: This worksheet is designed to be used as a I tool when obfaining it ion from an
informant or family member about the d . We 1d that both the infi t and funeral direcfor
review the worksheet for completensss and sign and date i If 3 fypograp, TOF OCCUr:
having a signed worksheef can be used as e nce fo support fhe come
y the funeral direcfor.

1. Decedent's full legal name - Legal name, not nicknames.

After delivery, if the e —

= 7
Last name prior to first marriage Last Surffix DN
! [ g
L
fet u s S h owe d a n AKA (full name) (Only include if substantially different than legal name) nk""'"n
2 a-b. Date of death {mo dd yyyy) =
[ L 1@ Actual date of death O Approximate date of death (O Court determined date of death
s I g n S o I e () Presumed date of death  {Z) Found date of death
’ 2 a-b. Time of death ®am  Oprm O Military

@ Actual time of death {0 Approximate time of death () Court determined time of death

u

a report of live §hmint, R Qi

4 Countyofdeath
o rt M,
b n rth n d r 5.8ex @F (OM (O Undetermined (O Unknown (X 6.88N___ (D) None (O Unknown UZ&;QE‘”‘WH%
e ?
I a a e p T.Dateofbith  (modd yyyy) 8 ab. Age (©years Omonths O days (Tihours (Cyminutes =0
] .-::"’ﬂﬂr

3. Birth place ,,%'Hm

"‘em,c‘
City or Town State Country A Previgy 7"""!0% Tty
of death are SRR

10. a-c. Served in U.5_Armed Forces? (OINo OYes @Unknm

0 If cannot determine if the decedent served in the Armed Forces, select unknown. DO NOT leave this blank.
*
re u I re d If the decedent served in the U.5. Amed Forces, did the decedent serve in a Combat Zone? ONo OYes.
L If “Yes", add the Location of Combat Zone:

The informant may select the Combat Zone Location(s) that apply from the list at the end of """’Eﬂa °
this document or they may provide other locations(s). We will accept any kocation(s) provided. ""Ulabc,

If this is am electronic death record, you must use a semi-colon in the electronic system (~7)
between locations, i mere than one location is listed.

See attached list at the end of this worksheet for a list of Combat Zone Locations

11. Decedent's resident address

Street Mumber, Name, Apt # City or Town

County State Country Zip Code + 4

1 03/2018
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please remember this important fact:
If after delivery the fetus showed any sign or evidence of life, BOTH a report of live birth and a report of death are required.



Review Questions

1. Ababy takes a few breaths after birth and then dies. Is this a fetal
death? Why or why not?

2. When is a fetal death report required to be filed?

3. What are some of the signs of life used to determine if a fetal death
has occurred?

4. Afetus was delivered at 18 weeks with no signs of life and weighs
320 grams. Is a fetal death report required?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No because the baby showed signs of life. A birth certificate and a death certificate are required in this case.
Within 5 days of the event.
Heartbeat, breath, voluntary movements, pulsation of the umbilical cord.
No, a report is required at 350 grams or if the weight is unknown then 20 weeks gestation or more.





Worksheets on our Website

« Fetal Death Parent & Facility Worksheets

 Birth Parent & Facility Worksheets
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Parent and Facility Worksheets are used to collect the information used for the report of fetal death.

The Parent worksheet collects mother’s prenatal care information.

The Facility worksheets collects the required health and medical information related to the fetal death


http://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/RegisterVitalRecords/Pages/InstructionsFetalDeath.aspx
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/RegisterVitalRecords/Pages/InstructionsBirth.aspx

Transporting Fetal Remains — What is needed?

» Before the fetal remains can be removed from the facility where
the delivery occurred, the facility must complete a fetal death
disposition permit and give it to the funeral director or parents
when they take the remains. This is required even if a fetal
report is not filed.

« The disposition permit gives permission to transport remains to
the location of burial or cremation.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is needed?

Before the fetal remains can be removed from the facility where the delivery occurred, the facility must complete a disposition permit and give it to the funeral director or parents when they take the remains. The disposition permit gives permission to transport remains to the location of burial or cremation. If no fetal death report is filed, then the blank form can be printed by clicking on the forms tab in OVERS. Print two copies of the permit to give to the parents. 
 



Transporting Fetal Remains

Fetal Death Disposition and Transit Permit

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION Oregon
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Used only for a fetal death
Disposition permit can be completed by birth information
specialist
Auto-populated form in OVERS if a report is filed.
Print blank form if no report is filed.
Not required if fetal remains are disposed of at the delivery
facility
- Fetal remains must be treated as medical waste.
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Transporting
Fetal Remains

Fetal Death
Disposition and
Transit Permit 45-
3D

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Center for Health Statistics

OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY
CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS

\D-Tag humber  FETAL DEATH DISPOSITION AND TRANSIT PERMIT State Fie Number
1. Name of Fetus — Optional  (First, Midde, Last, Sufix) 2. Tme of Delivery 3. Sex 4. Date of Delivery
Sa 5b. City, Town, or Location Sc. Zio Code 5d. County of Delivery
Ba. Cument Legal Name  (First, Middle, Last. Suflx) Gb. Date of Birth
Bc. Mame Prior to First Marriage  (First, Middle, Last, Sufix) Gd. Birthplace
Be. Residence — Stae 6f. County ‘ Bg. City, Town
Bh. Street and Number Bi Zip Code ‘ 8. Inside City Limits
Ta. CuwmentLegal Name (First Middle, Last, Suflx) Tb. Date of Birth Tc. Bathplace
Ba. Date Report Completed Bb. Name and Title of Person Completing Report

. Name and Tile of Attzndant

10. I Senvices: Funeral Home Name and Address

11a. Date Filed by Registrar 11b. Registrar — Signature Ele i’ca.ﬂjr
" Signed
12. Amendment
45-3D(04/18)
Was fetal death report filed by hospital? Tl No [] Yes

If this fetus is going to be removed from the facility where delivery occurred, this permit must accompany the remains to the funeral
home and/or the cemetery/crematorium. A burial/cremation tag is also required if the fetus is removed from the facility of delivery.

This form, when signed by the funeral service licensee or person acting as such, shall serve as a disposal-transit permit for these
fetal remains.

INSTRUCTIONS: THE PERSON IN CHARGE OF THE PLACE OF FINAL DISPOSITION SHALL DATE AND SIGN BOTH
COPIES OF THIS FINAL DISPOSITION AUTHORIZATION. FORWARD THE FIRST COPY TO THE REGISTRAR OF THE
COUNTY WHERE THE DEATH OCCURRED WITHIN 10 DAYS OF FINAL DISPOSITION. THE SECOND COPY WILL BE
RETAINED BY THE CEMETERY OR CREMATORY.

DATE OF DISPOSITION:

SEXTON'S SIGNATURE- ¥

PLACE OF DISPOSITION:

Oregon 1 th
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you can see what the Authorization for Fetal Disposition 45-3D form looks like. 


Live Birth vs. Fetal Death Reporting Summary

Live Birth with
Subsequent Death Fetal Death

Records Required 1) Report of Live Birth in 1) Report of Fetal Death only if

every case, regardless
of birth weight,
gestation, or length of

life

2) Death record in every

case

Disposition 1) Authorization for
Disposition must have a
doctor's approval
2) Baby always leaves

the hospital

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
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delivery weight is 350 grams or
more, or if weight is unknown
and is 20 weeks gestation or
more

2) Optional Commemorative
Certificate if family wants one; a
fetal death report is required.
1) Authorization for Fetal
Disposition completed by birth
information specialist

2) Disposal of fetal remains by

Health


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A summary of what is required for a Live Birth vs a Fetal Death


Review Questions

1. Afetus is being removed from the delivery facility. No fetal death
report is filed. Is a Fetal Death Disposition Permit required?

2. Who can complete the Fetal Death Disposition Permit?

3. How are fetal remains disposed of if parents decide to leave the
fetal remains at the hospital?

4. Ababy was born and then dies after taking several breaths. Should
a Fetal Death Disposition and Transit Permit be given to the
parents?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Yes, even though no report is filed, if the fetus is moved from the facility then a Disposition Permit is required.
Birth Information Specialists can complete this form.
The remains are to be treated as medical waste.
No, the Fetal Death Disposition and Transit Permit is not valid in this case. A birth and death report are required.



Q&A
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Presentation Notes
Check – in


Thank you!
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