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To: Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council 
 
From: Duane Kilsdonk, Compliance Officer 
 
Date: May 28, 2021 
 

Subject: Stateline Wind Project – Annual Monitoring for Wildlife Monitoring and 
Mitigation Plan (Condition 93) 

 

 
Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan Overview 
 
Stateline Wind Project is a wind energy generation facility consisting of two units – Stateline 1&2 
and Vansycle II (formerly Stateline 3). Stateline 1&2 consists of 186 turbines and has a peak 
generating capacity of 123 megawatts (MW). Vansycle II consists of 43 turbines with a peak 
generating capacity of 99 MW. The facility is located in Umatilla County. The Council issued a site 
certificate for the facility in 2001. 
 
Condition 93 of the site certificate states that, “The certificate holder shall conduct wildlife 
monitoring as described in the Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (WMMP), included in the 
Final Order on Amendment #4 as Attachment A and revised from time to time. Subject to 
approval by the Department of Energy as to professional qualifications, the certificate holder 
shall hire qualified wildlife consultants to carry out the monitoring. (OAR 345-022-0060).”  
 
The WMMP requires that the certificate holder implement short- and long-term wildlife 
monitoring during facility operation. Short-term wildlife monitoring requirements include a 2-
year post construction Bird and Bat Fatality Monitoring Program, Burrowing Owl Surveys, Avian 
Use Surveys, and Raptor Nesting Surveys; these wildlife monitoring activities were completed for 
Stateline 1&2 and Vansycle II between 2006 and 2013. However, based on results of the Bird 
and Bat Fatality Monitoring Program, where a threshold of concern was exceeded for raptors, 
the certificate holder was required to, among several additional mitigation measures, install and 
monitor artificial nest structures for 10 years. During the 10 year monitoring period, the artificial 
nest structures were determined unsuccessful in attracting use by the affected raptor species – 
Ferruginous hawk. As a result, the certificate holder re-located and installed 5 artificial nest 
structures in specific areas with suitable habitat identified as having a higher probability of 
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attracting the affected species. On-going long-term wildlife monitoring requirements include 
monitoring the use of the artificial nest structures by the affected species through 2027, to 
evaluate mitigation success, and the Wildlife Response and Reporting System. 
 
Artificial Nest Structures 
 
On March 31, 2017, the certificate holder re-located and installed 5 artificial nesting structures 
in areas identified with suitable habitat. All the structures are located offsite. There have been 
no changes to the habitat or ownership for any of the sites hosting the structures. As previously 
reported ANS #2 was removed due to recent extensive habitat. Three new structures were 
added (#4, 5, 6) on March 31, 2017. As previously reported, two ANS, #4 and 5, are close to each 
other and it is not likely both would be used by nesting raptors in the same year.  
 
All five ANS were monitored for maintenance needs in February 2020, each ANS was refreshed 
with sticks, no other maintenance was needed. The last of the annual monitoring is in 2021. 
Monitoring frequency will be every five years thereafter. All but one were checked for bird use 
once in early April and once in mid-May. ANS #1 was checked in May and June. Only one of the 
five was used through the nesting season. A ferruginous hawk (the target species for this 
project) successfully nested on ANS #1 (Photo 1), the same ANS where ferruginous hawks 
successfully nested in 2019. Two were assumed to have fledged in 2020. Two adult red-tailed 
hawks were observed on ANS #4 in late April and there was fresh nest material (Photo 2) added 
but further observations in May indicated they did not nest on the platform but likely nested 
elsewhere. Based on May observations of a pair about a half mile away (no nest visible), it was 
assumed the pair nested elsewhere. 2020 status of this ANS is defined as active but not 
successful. No other use or activity was documented in 2020. 
 
Wildlife Response and Reporting System 
 
Monitoring activities during 2020 for this facility include the ongoing Wildlife Response and 
Reporting System, a program for responding to and handling avian and bat casualties found by 
personnel at the site during routine maintenance operations. In 2020, the certificate holder 
reported one carcass observed within the facility site within Oregon: 1 Ring-necked Pheasant.  
The certificate holder is obligated to notify USFWS and ODFW in the event that any federal or 
state endangered or threatened species are killed or injured onsite. 
 
Public Comments on Wildlife Monitoring Results 
 
Section 5 of the WMMP, Data Reporting, establishes an opportunity for the public to review and 
comment on monitoring results. Specifically the WMMP states, “The public will have an 
opportunity to receive information about monitoring results and to offer comment. Within 30 
days after receiving the annual report of monitoring results, the Department will make the 
report available to the public on its website and will specify a time in which the public may 
submit comments to the Department.” 
 
The Department received the annual monitoring results for the facility on April 28, 2021. In 
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accordance with the terms of the WMMP, the Department provides a copy of the 2020 
monitoring results for the Stateline Wind Project to the Council for review (attached) and posted 
a copy to the Department’s project website at: http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-

safety/facilities/Pages/SWP.aspx and has established 60-day timeframe to accept public 
comments. 
 
Comments are due within 60-days of posting, or July 28, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. and may be 
submitted to Duane Kilsdonk at duane.kilsdonk@oregon.gov  
 
Attachments: Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (January 19, 2017) 
  2020 Wildlife Monitoring Report 
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