SUPPLEMENT TO THE APPLICATION FOR SITE CERTIFICATE FOR THE
KLONDIKE III WIND PROJECT

ORGANIZATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

1. ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST OR THAT INCLUDE INFORMATION ON
SEVERAL EXHIBITS '
e Response To Request for Additional Information #1
e Response To Request for Additional Information #2
¢ November 11, 2005 Memo
¢ Siegfried email 12/7/05 attachments:
1. Siegfried memo, Response to 11/22/05 email (12/6/05)
ii. Revised table P-3
iii. Siegfried memo, Turbine Corridor Micrositing (12/9/05)
iv. Table of string ends
e Siegfried email 1/19/06, confirming allocation of acreage

2. SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION ON SPECIFIC EXHIBITS
e TABE:
1. Gronner email 1/18/06, with:
a. EMTF calculation, overhead 24.5 kV transmission line
b. Evaluation application for septic permit from Wasco-
Sherman Public Health Department
ii. Gronner email 1/18/06, test pit application
e TAB F: Revised Property Ownership
e TABI:
i. Siegfried email 12/28/05, wetland analysis revision
il. Siegfried email 1/6/06, wetland analysis area revision
e TABK:
1. Farm owner and operator surveys
it. Revised Figure K-1
TAB L: Revised Exhibit L (RAI#2)
TAB M: Appendix M: replacement legal opinion
TAB N: This page intentionally left blank
TAB O: Letter confirming water availability (RAI#2, Appendix O)
TAB P:
1. Maps (revised figures P-1 through P-6)
ii. Revised Tables P-3 (300 ft. and 900 ft. corridors)
iii. Memo from Martha Moore (12/15/05)
iv. Draft Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan
v. P-2: Wildlife survey summary (7/28/05)
vi. P-3: Klondike I avian and bat mortality study (March, 2003)
vii. Revised table P-3 (RAI#2)
viii. P-4: Baseline avian use at Klondike III (June, 2005)
e TABQ:
i. Correction on page Q-12, Siegfried email 11/4/05
1. ONHP data sheet on WGS (RAI#2)
iii. P-1: rare plant survey (7/11/05)
e TAB R: Revised Exhibit R (9/16/05)
e TABS: Revised cultural resource report figures, RAI#1, Appendix S




e TAB T: White River State Park, Siegfried email 11/9/05
e TABU:
i. Letter from Sheriff’s Department, RAI#1, Appendix U
ii. Letter from Emergency Services, RAI#1, Appendix U
iii. Revised letter from Sheriff’s Office, Siegfried transmittal 11/28/05
iv. Revised Exhibit U (September 16, 2005)
e TAB V: Soil depth letter (RAI#2, Appendix V)
o TABW:
i. Gronner email 1/9/06 revised Blattner evaluation
ii. Producer Price Index printout, RAI#1, Appendix W
iii. Revised Blattner estimate (RAI#2, Appendix W)
e TABX:
i. Responses to Kerrie Standlee’s questions (RAI#2, Appendix X-1)
ii. GE Wind technical specification (RAI#2, Appendix X-2)
iii. Contour modeling output data, RAI#1, Appendix X-2
iv. Gronner email 12/13/05
v. Gronner email 1/10/06, Vestas noise info, with attached noise
measurement summary
vi. Figure X-1, 36 dBA counter map, RAI#1, Appendix X-1
vii. Gronner 1/10/06 memo with attached revised noise analysis
viii. Gronner email 1/18/06, with TW Environmental and noise
modeling data (showing “eliminated towers”)
e TAB Z: This page intentionally left blank

o TAB AA:
i. EMF analysis for the underground collector line, RAI#1, Appendix
AA-1

ii. Induced current analysis, RAI#1, Appendix AA-2
iii. Interference analysis, RAI #1, Appendix AA-3
iv. Gronner email 1/18/06, with:
a. EMF calculation, overhead 34.5 kV line, test pit application
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Exhibit B - Facility

Bl B-2

The application defines “site boundary” and “site” for linear parts of the facility by a distance from
centerline (e.g., 150 feet from turbine string centerlines). Do you measure this distance from both sides of
the centerline? (e.g., 150 feet on both sides of center for a total width of 300 feet)?

Response: Yes, total width of linear features is measured 150 feet to each side of centerline, which
equates to a total width of 300 feet.

B2 B-4

“A site plan is included in Exhibit C.” We assume that figure C-2 is the “site plan.” Is that correct?

Response: Correct, figure C-2 is the “site plan.”

B3 B-7

Do you anticipate generating any wastewater from blade washing during operation of the proposed
facility? If so, how much? If not, why not?

Response: Blade washing is not anticipated, as blade washing is not recommended by the manufacturer.

B4 B-9

Who must approve the “final transportation plan”?

Response: Sherman County is responsible for approving the final transportation (or traffic circulation
plan) as part of the building permit process.

B5 B-10

What are the dimensions of the two alternative turbine sizes (1.5 MW and 1.65 MW) and their turbine
towers? Which turbine size (generating capacity) does Appendix C-4 illustrate?

Response: The 1.5 MW turbine has a hub height of 80 meters and rotor diameters of 82.5 meters. The
1.65 MW turbine has a hub height of 80 meters and blade length of 82 meters. Appendix C-4 illustrates a
“typical” tower, not either of the specific towers under consideration for this project.

We consider underground collector lines to be “transmission lines.” Accordingly, please provide the
information described in OAR 345-021-0010(1)(b)(E) for the proposed underground transmission lines.

Response: OAR 345-021-0010(1)(b)(E) (i) [Length of transmission line]: The underground transmission
line will be approximately 38 miles long.

OAR 345-021-0010(1)(b)(E) (11) [Proposed right-of-way width, including extent of new right-of-way
required or widening of existing right-of-way needed]: County road right-of way is 60 feet; 18.7 miles of
underground transmission line will be within this right-of-way, not adjacent to it. No new right-of-way
or widening of existing right-of-way will be required.

QAR 345-021-0010(1)(b)(E) (iii) [Public right-of-way needs (where in public right-of-way, if not in
public right-of-way but adjacent to public right-of-way, then justification for adjacency)]: 18.3 miles of
the underground collector line will be within existing county road right-of-way; no instances where the
underground transmission line would run adjacent to existing public right-of-way but not actually in the
right-of-way. The remaining 19.7 miles of underground transmission will be within the leasehold lands
of the project.

B7 B-12

T

.

%

Section B.6 provides the anticipated construction schedule. The site certificate must have deadlines for
beginning and completing construction. What deadline dates would the applicant propose? (Generally,
the Council has allowed two years from the issuance of the site certificate as a deadline for beginning
construction.) N

Response: Applicant proposes an earliest construction beginning date of Spring 2007 and an earliest
commercial operation date of September 2007. Applicant proposes to commence construction no later
than three years from the issuance of the site certificate as Applicant will not be able to control the
schedule of BPA’s upgrade associated with the proposed facility.
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Exhibit C - Location

Cl1

C-1

The location of the project components is shown by reference to Figure C-2. Figure C-2 shows individual
turbine locations. On page B-8, the application states that either 1.5 MW or 1.65 MW turbines would be
used. How would the choice of turbine size affect the layout shown on Figure C-2? Would the turbine
pad locations be as shown on Figure C-2, regardless of turbine size?

Response: The choice of turbine will not affect the site layout; the turbine pad locations will be as shown
on Figure C-2 regardless of the turbine size.

Exhibit D - Organizational Expertise

D1

D-6

Please supply a few examples of mitigation projects that PPM Energy has completed at other wind power
generating projects.

Response: At the Shiloh Wind Project in Solano County, California, PPM Energy developed a Raptor
Mitigation Plan, which provides micro-siting and design guidelines for minimizing impacts to raptors.
For the same project, PPM Energy is in the process of acquiring a conservation easement on 120 acres
near the project to mitigate for potential avian mortality impacts. In Washington, for the Big Horn Wind
Project, PPM Energy is acquiring an approximately 180-acre conservation easement to mitigate for
hLabitat impacts of the wind project. PPM Energy has also funded basic research on biological impacts of
wind energy. For example, PPM Energy is in its second year of funding for the Bat Wind Energy
Cooperative, which is evaluating interactions of bats and wind projects at several wind project sites. We
have also made a 4-year commitment to funding research into the potential displacement impacts of wind
energy on grassland nesting avian species such as prairie chickens.

Exhibit E - Permits

w5 E1

E-6, E-10

See the June 16, 2005, comment letter from Sherman County. Please correct the references to SCZO §
11.8.

Response: At E.2.3 Local Permits on page E-5 and at E.3.3 Local Permits on page E-10 of the
Application the reference to SCZO Section 11.8 is deleted and replaced with the following: “SCZO
Section 3.1.3.17 — Commercial Utility Facilities are a Conditional Use permitted in the County’s F-1
Zone. The applicable conditional use criteria are found in relevant provisions of SCZO Article 5.”

E2

E-10

It is incorrect to say that “Land use building permit approval will be sought through the Council.” The
approval of building permits is not within the Council’s jurisdiction (ORS 469.401(4)). KIII has
requested a Council decision on the Land Use Standard (Application, page K-1), and the Council’s
decision on the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit will be binding on Sherman County. If the site
certificate is issued, the County must issue a Conditional Use Permit upon submission to the County of
the appropriate application and fee. The approval of building permits is not part of the land use decision.
KIII would have to apply to the County for any required building permits. The site certificate application
should acknowledge KIII'’s understanding of these separate requirements and approvals.

Response: Correction of this error is noted. We understand that the County issues building permits. We
further understand that Council’s determination on compliance with land use requirements will be
binding on the County.

E3

Exh. E

Note the requirements of OAR 345-021-0000(5). For federally-delegated permits (such as the 1200-C
NPDES permit), this rule requires the applicant to submit a letter or other indication from each
responsible agency stating that the agency has received a permit application from the applicant,
identifying any additional information the agency is likely to need from the applicant based on the
agency’s review of the application as submitted, and estimating the date when the agency will complete
its review and issue a permit decision. For non-federally delegated permits for which the Council must
determine compliance with applicable standards (such as the on-site sewage disposal system permit from
Sherman County}, the applicant must provide a letter or other indication from each responsible agency
stating that the permit application received from the applicant provides an adequate basis for a permit
decision.
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Response: The applicant is seeking a letter from DEQ, which is charged with evaluating the federally-
delegated NPDES 1200-C permit. No other federally delegated permits are required for the project.

Exhibit H - Geology

H1

The Council considers underground collector lines to be “transmission lines.” Accordingly, please
provide the information described in OAR 345-021-0010(1)(h)(C) for the proposed underground
transmission lines.

Response: The underground collector lines are all within the site boundary. Exhibit H has described the
geological and topographical features, the site-specific geologic and geotechnical work, soil stability, and
the seismic and non-seismic hazards of the area where the underground collector system is located.
Based on the generally low risk of seismic hazards, no seismic mitigation is required for the underground
collector system. The presence of loess soils in the area of the underground transmission system can be
accommodated through conventional design methods.

Exhibit | - Soils

Il

I-2,1-3

The-application says on page I-2 that construction would temporarily disturb “46 acres” of land; however,
it says on page I-3 that construction would temporarily disturb “55 acres.” Please clarify.

Response: Construction would temporarily disturb 46 acres of land. The 55 acre figure on page I-3 is in
error and should read “46 acres”.

I-2

Appendix
I-2

The response to Question 5 in the 1200-C application mentions temporary mobilization, staging and
laydown areas for use by contractors. Are these areas included in the 19 laydown areas described in
Exhibit B or would additional land be used for this purpose?

Response: Yes, the temporary mobilization, staging and laydown areas for use by contractors are
included in the 19 laydown areas described in Exhibit B. No additional land will be used for this purpose.

Exhibit J - Wetlands -

J1

Appendix
J1

Please explain the statement on page “i”: “Final verification of this wetland delineation is to be made as
part of the Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council process.”

Response: Appendix J-1 describes the applicant’s determination of the boundaries of wetlands and other
waters of the state. The state has the final authority to determine its jurisdictional boundaries of these
resources. Verification of jurisdictional boundaries by the state occurs during review and approval of the
Application for Site certificate.

Exhibit K - Land Use

K1

K-2

The application says on page K-2 that Figure K-1 shows “Comprehensive Plan designations,” County
zones and areas of temporary disturbance, but Figure K-1 does not show this information. Please provide
a map as described in OAR 345-021-0010(1)(k)(A).

Response: A revised map has been provided and is attached in RAI Appendix K.

Would there need to be one or more turn-around areas on each turbine string to allow room for large
construction vehicles to maneuver? Will the turn-around areas be included within the 19 temporary

| staging areas? If not, will the turn-around areas be areas of permanent disturbance, or would they all be

restored upon completion of construction?

Response: A temporary turnaround for the crane at the end of each string will be required during
construction; all of these areas will be restored as described in Exhibit I; lands will be returned to cropped
areas or re-seeded to stabilize soils.

The response to (c) says “Except as discussed herein...” To what does this “exception” refer?

Response: That phrase was intended to be a “place holder” in the event that the State had adopted new
rules or policies that had not yet been incorporated into the County Comprehensive Plan and/or land use
implementing ordinances. Sherman County has a Comprehensive Plan and land use implementing
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ordinances acknowledged by the Oregon Land Conservation and Development Commission, and the
statewide planning goals and relevant Oregon land use regulations are incorporated in the Comprehensive
Plan and land use implementing ordinance. No relevant State rules have been adopted that are not
incorporated into the County’s Comprehensive Plan and land use implementing ordinances; therefore, no
exceptions requiring direct application of newly enacted state rules or policies were discussed in the text
of Exhibit K.

K4

K-5, K-6

Given the statement in response to (€) on page K-6 that an exception to Goal 3 is needed, please clarify
the statement on page K-5 in response to (d) that “the application does not directly apply the statewide
planning goals.”

Response: Since Sherman County has a Comprehensive Plan and land use ordinances acknowledged by
the Oregon Land Conservation and Development Commission as incorporating and implementing the
Statewide Planning Goals, the Goals are applied through the County’s Comprehensive Plan and
implementing ordinances. Therefore, the statewide goals are not directly applied to the project.
Exceptions to statewide planning goals where a jurisdiction has an acknowledged Comprehensive Plan
are processed by applying the Comprehensive Plan and implementing land use ordinances.

K5

K-6

Does the SCZO contain a definition of “commercial utility facility”?

Response: No. Only “Utility facilities” are defined in Article 1 of the SCZO as: “Any major structure
owned or operated by a public, private, or cooperative electric, fuel, communication, sewage or water
company for the generation, transmission, distribution or processing of its products or for the disposal of
cooling water, waste, or by-products, but excluding local sewer, water, gas, telephone and power
distribution lines, and similar minor facilities.” Then Section 3.1 makes a distinction between non-
commercial utility facilities (allowed use) and commercial utility facilities (conditional use).

K6

K-6, K-8

What are the “applicable standards” for transportation projects?

Response: Applicable standards in the case of the County’s Transportation Systems Plan (TSP) refer to
items such as roadway and pavement widths based on the road classification. Other items would be
methods of construction, turning radii, striping and signs, etc. Since no new public roads are proposed
and only improvement of existing roads is proposed, these standards do not apply. The proposed road
reconstruction will exceed the standards m the TSP.

K7

K-14

The application on page K-14 says “washdown of concrete trucks will /ikely occur at a contractor-owned
batch plant.” (The same statement is made on page V-1.) This suggests that washdown could also occur
on the facility site, which could pose an erosion problem or possibly degrade agricultural lands. The
application should discuss these impacts and possible mitigation or propose that no concrete truck
washdown would be allowed on-site (this could be required through a site certificate condition).

Response: Washdown will only occur at the contractor-owned batch plant.

K8

K-17

The application says: “During its anticipated 20 to 30 year operation, the project would employ 15 to 20
full-time and part-time employees.” Does this mean 15-20 employees over the course of 20 or 30 years,
or does it mean that at any given time during operation the facility would have 15-20 employees?

Response: At any given time during operation the facility would have 15 to 20 employees.

K9

K-23

The application at page K-23 suggests that the royalty income to “landowners” would exceed the loss of
revenue from crop production. To what extent would the loss of revenue be borne by farmers who lease
the land and who would not receive the royalty income that would go to the landowners?

Response: PPM compensates both farm operators and property owners for loss of revenue from crop
production. Compensation is mutually agreed upon between PPM individual farm owners and operators.

K10

K-23,K-
24

The application says that it does not propose a “high voltage electrical transmission line as that term is
defined in ORS 469.300(11)(a)(C).” SCCP Goal XVIII, Policy III, addresses “high voltage electrical
transmission lines” but does not incorporate the definition in ORS 469.300. Policy III contains obsolete
references to Siting Council standards for transmission lines. The application should acknowledge that
the current Council rules contain standards for “any high voltage transmission line under Council
jurisdiction” in OAR 345-024-0090. This applies to high voltage transmission lines that are related or
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supporting facilities and not just to transmission lines that would meet the “energy facility” definition in
ORS 460.300. High voltage lines that are related or supporting facilities would also be subject to
standards that apply to the facility as a whole.

Response: The applicant does not propose a “high voltage electrical transmission line” as that term is
defined in ORS 469.300(11)(a)}(C). OAR 345-024-0090 contains standards for any high voltage
transmission line under the Council’s jurisdiction, including any transmission line that is a related or
supporting facility. “Related or supporting facilities” are defined at OAR 345-001-0010(47) to include
transmission lines proposed to be built in connection with the construction or operation of an energy
facility. The Council interprets the term “proposed to be built in connection with” to mean that a
structure is a related or supporting facility if it would not be built but for the construction or operation of
the energy facility. For any transmission line that is a related or supporting facility, a site certificate
applicant must show that the line can be designed, constructed and operated so that alternating electric
fields do not exceed 9 kV per meter at one meter above ground surface in areas accessible to the public,
and can be designed, constructed and operated so that induced currents resulting from the transmission
line and related or supporting facilities will be as low as reasonably achievable. These standards apply to
the transmission lines (overhead and underground) proposed to be built to serve this project.

K11

K-29

The application says that an on-site sewage disposal permit is needed. The Council will make the
permitting decision for this on-site system. The application must include adequate information as a basis
for making the permit decision. This may include an analysis by the County about the suitability of the
site for an on-site system. Please respond to the matters discussed in the agency comment letter from
Dick Nichols (Oregon DEQ, e-mail dated May 18, 2005).

Response: The applicant will conduct the required test pit evaluation with County oversight, and provide
the required application to the Department of Energy.

Response to DEQ letter :

ODEQ: Vault toilets used during construction must be provided and serviced by a Oregon DEQ-licenses
sewage service provider OAR 340-71

Response: The vault toilets will be provided and serviced as required by state law.

ODEQ: A permanent on-site sewage disposal system (septic tank and drainfield) will require a site
evaluation conducted and permit issued by the Wasco/Sherman Health Department. The requirement for
this is also in OAR 340-71.

Response: As described above, the applicant will provide the necessary information for the council to
make this permit decision.

ODEQ: No floor drain in the O&M facility (or anywhere else for that matter) may be connected to the
septic system. OAR 340-44

Response: No floor drain will be installed in the O&M or other KIII facilities.

ODEQ: Undoubtedly, more than 1 acre of land will be disturbed during construction so these folks will
need to apply for and obtain a NPDES construction stormwater permit. OAR 340-45 and federal law.
More details on the requirements for this can be found on our website.

Response: An application for the NPDES construction stormwater permit will be submitted to DEQ, and
a letter requested from DEQ that states there is adequate information on which to base a permit decision.

K12

K-32,
Appendix
K-2

Beginning at page K-32, the application refers to a survey of local farmers and Appendix K-2 describes
the survey in more detail. Please provide copies of all completed survey questionnaires.

Response: Copies of the survey are included in Appendix K.
To help us understand the significance of the survey, please respond to the following questions:

1. Besides the 12 landowners who responded to the survey, how many other farmers would be
directly affected by placement of turbines or other facility components on the land that they
farm?
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Response: There are 12 property owners who will be directly affected by turbines and other facility
components. Some of these properties are farmed by the same farm operator(s) while some are
farmed by the property owners themselves. The survey was done with either the property owner, the
farm operator or both so that all of the properties were covered by the survey.

2. Explain what is meant by “farmed contiguous parcels” and describe how the area of “farmed
contiguous parcels” was determined.

Response: “Farmed contiguous parcels” refers to parcels that are farmed by the same operator or
owner. The point of this distinction is to determine the entire size of an area farmed by the same
person, because the larger the area, generally the more efficient the farming becomes and also the
more flexibility an operator has in adjusting to the presence of the turbines.

3. Show how the percent area removed from production was calculated (Appendix K-2, Table 1).

Response: The area removed from production was based on 2 acres per turbine times the number of
turbines, divided by the total farmed acreage.

4, Aside from the land taken out of production, would there be other financial impacts on farming
(for example, increased cost of farming land not taken out of production)?

Response: None of the survey respondents said the project would increase farming costs. There may
be some additional time required to maneuver around the turbines with farm vehicles and equipment.
However, this was not mentioned by the farmers. The opportunity cost of that time could be offset by
better local access and improved public roads that will accommodate wider equipment without
blocking traffic. See discussion on Farm Practices, Page 2 of the Appendix.

5. How was the survey administered (for example, were the respondents asked to respond in
writing to a questionnaire? Or, did an interviewer fill out the questionnaire based on a
conversation with the landowner)

TR

Response: The applicant met with the interviewed landowners and fanncrs and filled out the
questionnaires based on their oral answers.

6. How many of the respondents actively farm the affected land? How many are landowners who
lease their land to other farmers?

Response: Four respondents farm their own land. Eight landowners lease their property to other
operators.

7. What is the estimated amount of the additional property taxes that would be paid by
landowners? Are any of the landowners compensated for those additional taxes as a part of the
wind lease agreement?

Response: Landowners will pay no additional property taxes for the value of the improvements of
the facility. The wind lease agreement requires that the lessee pay for all additional property taxes
owed due to the facility. Sherman County has historically sent separate tax bIHS to PPM for
Klondike 1.

K13 K-34,K- The facility must not significantly increase the cost of accepted farm practices on surrounding lands.

35 Aside from the loss of farm income from land taken out of production, would there be other financial
impacts on farming? What costs are associated with the “forced changes in harvesting patterns,” the
“difficulty in moving and manipulating equipment” and the other impacts on farming practices discussed
in Appendix K-2? Were the landowners or farmers of the two “not leased” areas shown on Figure C-2
interviewed regarding potential impacts of the facility on their farming practices?

Response: The survey respondents did not indicate any significant financial impacts on farming
associated with the construction or operation of the project. As noted in the Appendix, the increased time
to harvest crops due to maneuvering around the wind turbines may increase costs slightly, but most of the
farmers said this did not represent a significant change in accepted farm practices nor a significant
increase in costs. For those who move equipment along local roads, there would be a benefit from the
improved and widened roads. The landowners of the two “not leased” parcels were not interviewed
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because there is expected to be no impact on their farming practices.

K-39,
Appendix
K-2

Appendix K-2 describes the agricultural soil in the area as “Class II” and states that “high-value farmland
is land with exceptionally good soils, specifically those that include soils rated...Class IL” If the affected
agricultural land is “high-value,” explain why the Goal 3 exception analysis on page K-39 applies the “20
acres or less of non-high-value-farmland” standard rather than the 12-acre standard for high-value
farmland.

Response: The Appendix should have indicated that farmland in Sherman County is not considered by
the County as high-value according to a personal conversation with the Sherman County Planning
Director, Georgia McNab. State law (ORS 215.710) describes non-irrigated high-value farmland as those
classified with prime, unique Class I or Class II soils (ORS 215.710(1)(b)). The County uses soil types to
determine whether types in Sherman County are of high-value and have concluded there are no prime,
unique Class I or Class II soils in Sherman County, including on the project site or in the project area.
Therefore, the Goal 3 exception analysis standard of 20 acres is correct.

K15

K-39

In the analysis of the Goal 3 exception, does the “70 acres” precluded from use as a commercial
agricultural enterprise include acres precluded by new or enlarged roads? The area permanently occupied
by access roads may or may not be considered a part of the “commercial utility facility” that is subject to
the acreage limitation. The application should address this question.

Response: The 70 acres does include permanent impacts from new and widened roads.

K16

K-39

The Goal 3 exception analysis should provide an explanation of why the “commercial utility facility”
cannot be built on a 20-acre site (or a 12-acre site, if the high-value farmland limit is applicable).

Response: Wind power projects by their nature require large tracts of land. Each turbine generates
approximately 1.5 MW; to construct a 273 MW project, 160 turbines are needed. Turbines must be
placed several hundred feet apart. Each turbine requires an adequate foundation (approximately 2000 ft);
in total, turbine foundations will occupy over 7 acres of land. The O&M facility and substations occupy
approximately 4 acres each. Road access to the turbine strings must also be constructed, and requires the
largest amount of land. It is not possible to site a large wind power project on 20 acres or less of land.

K17

K-40

What is the basis for the statement that “the agricultural value of the site is generally marginal”?

Response: The basis for the statement was a discussion with Sherman County Planning Director,
Georgia McNab; however, the statement should have read that the site is considered “non-high-value
farmland” by the County.

Exhibit L - Protected Areas

L1

L-1

The June 16, 2005, comment letter from Sherman County raises the question whether US highway 97 or
State highway 206 have the status of protected areas as scenic highways. Please research whether either
of these highways has any kind of “protected area” status in any location that could be affected by the
proposed wind facility.

Response: Scenic Byways are not listed as Protected Areas in OAR 345-022-0040(1) and therefore do
not have the status of Protected Areas. However, the following information is provided in response to
comment L-1:

The Journey Through Time Management Plan (April 1996) applies to US Highway 97 in the Protected
Areas analysis area. This plan does not prescribe goals or measures for protecting scenic resources in the
analysis area. As described in Exhibit T, the proposed facility is compatible with the plan’s stated goals.

The Oregon Department of Transportation Scenic Byway Program
(http://www.odot.state.or.us/techserv/engineer/pdu/SCENIC/Scenic.htm) does not identify State Highway
206 in the analysis area as an All American Road, National Scenic Byway, Oregon State Byway, or
Oregon State Tour Route, nor is State Highway 206 mapped as such on the most current Scenic Byway
Map, circa 2001. See
http://www.odot.state.or.us/techserv/engineer/pdw/SCENIC/State%20Byways%20Map/Byways2001.pdf
Therefore, State Highway 206 does not have a “protected area” status.
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1.2

L-4

Provide a description of the “seen area analysis” and “computer modeling” that was done. What is the
basis for the conclusions stated on page L-4 that “the proposed facility would either not be visible” or
“would be visible at such a great distance that effects, if any, would be negligible.” If this conclusion is
based, in part, on statements from BLM staff, please provide a letter from the BLM staff expressing that
opinion.

LI

Response: A description of the “seen area analysis,” “computer modeling,” and results will be provided

in revisions to Exhibit R.

The determination that the facility would not be visible has been based on site visits to the Protected
Areas during which the principal investigator determined that Jandforms, vegetation, structures, or a
combination thereof would effectively block views of the facility.

The determination that the facility would be visible at such a great distance that effects, if any, would be
negligible, has been based on the relative distance of the Protected Area from the proposed facility
(Exhibit L, Table L-1) and observations of the existing wind turbines from similar distances.

The principal investigator’s determinations were validated through telephone conversations with local,
state, and federal resource agency staff including OPRD, ODFW, BLM, and Oregon State University.

Exhibit M - Financial Assurance

Ml

The application states that the applicant will provide “a bond, letter of credit, or other security” to satisfy
the Council’s financial assurance requirement. “Other security” is not acceptable. The application should
acknowledge that the Council requires either a bond or a letter of credit (OAR 345-022-0050(2)).

Response: The application states that the applicant will provide “a bond, letter of credit, or other security
in a form satisfactory to the Council.” The “other security” proposed would only be valid if satisfactory
to the Council.

M2

The letter from Safeco indicates that a bond could be provided. Has KIII decided to use a bond for
financial assurance rather than a letter of credit?

Response: The letter from Safeco is for a third-party bond. If a letter of credit is chosen, KIII's indirect
parent company, PacifiCorp Holdings, Inc. would be the entity to provide the assurance.

M3

The opinion letter from legal counsel states that attorney Nguyen is not a member of the Oregon Bar and
that he has no expert opinion regarding the law of states other than Washington or California. Klondike
Wind Power III LLC was incorporated under the law of the State of Oregon. Please provide an
appropriate legal opinion about the applicant’s legal authority under Oregon law “to construct and
operate the facility without violating its bond indenture provisions, articles of incorporation, common
stock covenants, or similar agreements.”

Response: A replacement legal opinion is attached in Appendix M.

Exhibit O - Water

o1

0-1

The application states that water needed during construction would be supplied “by a contractor...from a
nearby community water system.” Exhibit G, page G-1, estimates the quantity of water needed during
construction would be 55,000 gallons per day for dust suppression plus 11,500 gallons for mixing
concrete. What is the total estimated consumption of water during construction? Provide evidence that
sufficient water is available from nearby community water systems during construction and that the
contractor would have access to use this water under existing water rights.

Response: On Klondike II, Blattner used 120,000 gal per day during road construction, 80,000 gal per
day during foundation construction, and 50,000 gal per day during erection. Blattner used a local
alternate source (well water) during Klondike II and due to the season on which they built, used less
water. The town of Wasco could also be a source of water supply. Given PPM's experience with
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Klondike II and the strong local support, we are confident that there are sufficient water source
alternatives to meet the project requirements.
Exhibit P - Habitat

P1 P-15 Provide a description and an analysis of the results of the “special status/sensitive plants” survey
conducted in Spring 2005.

Response: “An Investigation of Rare Plant Resources Associated with the Proposed Klondike III Wind
Project, Sherman County, Oregon”, Prepared by Eagle Cap Consulting Inc., Dated July 11, 2005, is
attached as P-1.

P2 P-15 Provide a description and an analysis of the results of the “special status/sensitive wildlife” survey
conducted in Spring 2005.

Response: “Summary of 2004-2005 Wildlife Surveys”, Prepared by David Evans and Associates, Inc.,
dated July 28, 2005 is attached as P-2.

P3 P-16 Provide the analysis of existing mortality data evaluating the potential impacts to bat populations.
Response: “Avian and Bat Mortality During the First Year of Operation at the Klondike Phase I Wind
Project, Sherman County, Oregon”, dated March 2003 is attached as P-3. .

P4 P-16 Provide the “Final Avian Baseline Report.”

Response: “Baseline Avian Use at the Proposed Klondike III Wind Power Project, Oregon, Winter 2004-
Spring 20057, dated June 2005 is attached as P-4.

P5 P-20 The application says, “the anticipated impacts to the Category 3, upland tree habitat type are illustrated in
Figure P-4.” Figure P-5 appears to show impact to the same type habitat. Does Table P-3 include the area
shown on Figure P-57? Please describe the nature of the impact to the Category 3 upland tree habitat.
Please explain what is meant by “these impacts are transferred to Category 3, grassland for purposes of
mitigation.”

Response: Figure P-4 illustrates the site boundary going through an area designated as the upland tree
habitat. The activity anticipated in this area is maintenance of an existing road, which will not actually
impact the upland trees. Due to the mapping scale, each individual tree cannot be noted on the figures and
the individual trees are interspersed with a grassland habitat. As such, these impacts have been
transferred to Category 3 grassland because this is reflective of the actual impacts. There are no impacts
to Category 3 upland tree habitat illustrated on Figure P-5.

P6 P-21 Provide a copy of the “Scenic Vista Wind Power Project, Draft Exhibit P.”

Response: The “Scenic Vista Wind Power Project, Draft Exhibit P” was incorrectly referenced, since the
DEA Draft Exhibit P contained no references to hoary or silver-haired bats. The source of the quotation
concerning bat mortality was likely the Johnson 2004 reference listed on the same page (P-21), one
paragraph up, in Exhibit P of the Klondike III ASC. The Johnson reference gives the same information
about hoary and silver bats: “The three most common species of migratory bats in the United States
(hoary, eastern red, and silver-haired bats) comprised 93% of the 774 bat fatalities identified to species at
U.S. wind projects (Johnson 2004).”

P7 P-24 Provide a copy of the results of the avian mortality study conducted at the Klondike I project.

Response: “Avian and Bat Mortality During the First Year of Operation at the Klondike Phase I Wind
Project, Sherman County, Oregon”, dated March 2003 is attached as P-3.

P8 P-24 The application refers to the “preliminary avian baseline study by ABR, Inc. (2005).” Is Appendix P-4

the report on that study?
Response: Yes.

P-24 The application refers to a “cumulative effects analysis is being conducted by WEST, Inc.” When will a
report on that study be available?
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Response: The WEST, Inc. study will be conducted for the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA)
during the assessment of the BPA transmission line. The study likely will not be available until late
2006.

P10

P-25

What is the significance of winter use data for raptors? Explain why winter use data is especially
important.

Response: The main reason that winter use data for raptors is important is that it provides information on
species such as Rough-legged Hawks that over-winter in the area but are not present in the area during
the remainder of the year.

P1t

P-26

The data reported for Klondike I suggest a high fatality rate for waterfowl. Does this warrant special
monitoring or mitigation at Klondike III for potential waterfowl impacts?

Response: Klondike I reported high mean use by Canada Geese (17.41 birds/30 min point count)
whereas mean use at Klondike III during this study was much lower (3.66 birds/20 min point count).
Although waterfowl fatalities have occurred at several newer generation wind projects, the numbers have
been low relative to the mean use at those sites (Erickson et al. 2002). The relatively high proportion
(25%) but small number (n = 2) of Canada Geese fatalities at Klondike I do not appear to warrant special
monitoring or mitigation, especially in light of the lower mean use values reported in the Klondike III
study. Instead, standard fatality monitoring could be considered for Klondike III to help determine
seasonal fatality rates for waterfowl and other species of interest.

Erickson, W. P., G. Johnson, D. Young, D. Strickland, R. Good, M. Bourassa, K. Bay, and K. Sernka. 2002. Synthesis and

comparison of baseline avian and bat use, raptor nesting and mortality information from proposed and existing wind developments.
Unpublished report prepared for Bonneville Power Administration, Portland, OR by WEST, Inc., Cheyenne, WY. 124 pp.

P12

P-32

On page P-32, the application says that “approximately 56.82 acres of Category 6 agricultural habitat will
be permanently impacted.” Explain the inconsistency with the statement on page K-39 that “the project
will preclude 70 acres of EFU land from use as a commercial agricultural enterprise.”

Response: The entire area within the lease boundary is designated EFU land in the Sherman County
Zoning and Comprehensive Plan. The total permanent impacts within the lease boundary is 70 acres. In
Exhibit P, impact areas within the lease boundary were mapped by habitat type, including CRP, shrub-
steppe, and other non-agricultural areas. The land beneath these habitat types, although not used for
agriculture, is considered EFU. The sum total of permanent impacts to all habitat types mapped in Exhibit
P is 70 acres, but the permanent impacts to land mapped as Category 6 agricultural habitat is only 56.82
acres. The remaining habitat types account for the remaining 13.18 acres.

P13

P-32

Provide a proposed monitoring plan for potential impacts to avian species and bats.

Response: “Klondike III Wind Project Wildlife Monitoring Plan”, is still under revision and will be
provided to the council by August 22, 2005. '

P14

ODFW
comments

Please respond to the matters discussed in the June 17, 2005 comment letter from ODFW.

Response: Responses are included below:

ODFW: Page P-4, Table P-1: In the habitat category column, the descriptions for the Conservation Reserve Program fields (CRP)
and Non-irrigated cropland (AG) are switched.

Response: True, the descriptions for the Conservation Reserve Program fields (CRP) and Non-irrigated cropland (AG) should
have been reversed in the ASC.

ODFW: Page P-12, Table P-2 Mammals: Oregon does not have any Desert bighorn sheep. There are California bighorn sheep
(Ovis canadensis californicus) in the John Day River basin.

Response: California bighorn sheep should have been used in place of Desert bighorn sheep.
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QDFW: Page P-19, Table P-3: Impacts to Category 2 and 3 lands - ODFW believes that this table does not reflect the real direct

1d indirect permanent impacts that a string of wind turbines and roads will have on wildlife in the middle of CRP fields. The
6.92-acre total listed in this table only reflects the development footprint and does not include the permanent operational visual
and noise disturbance and/or displacement impacts that this development will have on wildlife, particularly avian species. On
pages P-22-23, studies were referenced that (1) showed “the area of reduced use was limited primarily to those areas within 328
feet (100 m) of the turbines”; and (2) “found that densities of male songbirds were significantly lower in CRP grasslands
containing turbines than in CRP grasslands without turbines. Grasslands without turbines, as well as portions of grasslands located
at least 591 feet (180m) from turbines, had bird densities four times greater than did grasslands located near turbines.” It is
ODFW'’s understanding that because of this potential displacement issue, the applicant for the Stateline Wind Energy Project is
undertaking operational studies to discern the disturbance impacts to birds from the turbines. Based on this information, ODFW
would be interested in discussing this project’s potential displacement/disturbance impacts and related mitigation with the
applicant and Oregon Department of Energy.

Response: The applicant is proposing to conduct displacement studies similar to those that have been proposed for other wind
projects. The proposed monitoring plan is will be provided to the Council by 8/22/05. The applicant and its consultants would be
happy to discuss the monitoring with the Oregon Department of Energy and ODFW.

ODFW: Appendix P-4, Page P-21, Waterfowl: This interim report tries to compare two studies on Canada goose winter use. The
referenced studies found a difference of 3.79 birds/point count compared to 17.41 brids/30 min point count from previous studies
at Klondike. In areas of winter wheat production, different goose use patterns appear from year to year depending on the amount
of grain that is/was in production in any particular year. Fields that were in stubble will show a higher use pattern since the geese
will seek out the left over grain in the stubble. So, the difference between the two point counts and the different use patterns may
very likely relate to fields that were in production when the surveys were conducted.

Response: It is very plausible that the differences in bird use between studies could have resulted from differences in the amount
of grain available to birds. However, without information on the amount of grain in the fields, it is difficult to assess how likely it
is that this explains the difference in waterfowl use.

Exhibit Q - Threatened and Endangered Species

Ll Q-5 Provide a description and an analysis of the results of the field surveys for threatened and endangered
plants conducted in Spring 2005.

Response: “An Investigation of Rare Plant Resources Associated with the Proposed Klondike IIf Wind
Project, Sherman County, Oregon”, Prepared by Eagle Cap Consulting Inc., Dated July 11, 2005, is
attached as P-1.

Q2 Q-5 Provide a description and an analysis of the results of the field surveys for threatened and endangered
wildlife conducted in Spring 2005.

Response: “Summary of 2004-2005 Wildlife Surveys”, Prepared by David Evans and Associates, Inc.,
dated July 28, 2005 is attached as P-2.

Q3 Q-7 What is the missing cross-reference at the top of page Q-77

Response: The missing cross-reference should read “Table Q-17.

Q4 Q-8 Identify “Frank Isaacs.”

Response: Frank Isaacs is the Senior Faculty Research Assistant, Oregon State University Cooperative
Wildlife Unit. His resume includes: Bald eagles and management of their habitat. Particularly, annual
surveys of Bald Eagles that nest in Oregon; annual midwinter counts of Bald Eagles in Oregon; detailed
studies of Bald Eagle wintering areas; advice and critical review on management of Bald Eagle habitat;
co-founder of the Oregon Eagle Foundation.

Qs -10 Would perch-guards and conductor spacing be used on the overhead transmission line as mitigation for
g
potential impacts to bald eagles and peregrine falcons?

Response: No because anti-perch mechanisms are already in the design. The 230 kV power line design
gfﬁ% is already raptor-safe because the conductor and insulator design provides more that five feet of clearance
- phase to phase and phase to ground.
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Q-12

Have you had any discussions with ODFW regarding whether “programs to monitor the potential impacts
to the individual listed species” should be required?

Response: The standard monitoring requirements previously approved for similar wind power projects
have been addressed. No further conversations with ODFW have been initiated to discuss monitoring
beyond the standard requirements. The proposed monitoring plan for Klondike 111 for determining
potential impacts to avian species and bats will be provided to the Council by 8/22/05.

Q7

Appendix
Q-2

Will a Biological Assessment be done for the proposed BPA transmission line?

Response: If the proposed BPA transmission line potentially impacts proposed or listed threatened or
endangered species, a Biological Assessment will be prepared.

Q8

Appendix

Q-3, page
5 .

How is “riparian” defined for the purposes of the field survey plan? Does it include the wetland areas
identified in Exh J? How will the need for summer riparian area surveys be determined?

Response: “Riparian” for the purposes of the field survey plan is defined by its ability to support
hydrophytic vegetation during the summer flowering season. EEC identified no areas within the botanical
analysis area that would require summer surveys based on these criteria. Wetland areas are identified as
aquatic areas, and not riparian. In addition, the project will not impact wetland areas identified in Exhibit
L.

Exhibit S - Cultural

S1

S-3

What restrictions, if any, are there on development of areas within the Oregon Trail alignment?

Response: The Oregon Trail alignment in Sherman County is not listed in the National Register of
Historic Places nor is it a designated Goal 5 resource. The Trail’s designation as a National Historic Trail
does not impose any restrictions on development on non-federal lands. No intact segments of the
alignment were identified in areas that would be directly affected by project construction. There are
therefore no restrictions on development within the Trail alignment in those areas that would be affected
by the project.

S2

Appendix
S-1, page
4

What is a strand “Waypoint?”

Response: The “waypoints” are GPS coordinates for proposed turbine locations that were used to
reference survey locations in the field. A revised report Figure 2 has been provided that shows all of the
waypoints (see RAI Appendix Ex-S).

S3

Appendix
S-1

There are several references to “Webfoot Road” but none of the maps show the location of this road;
provide a map showing Webfoot Road.

Response: Revised report figures have been provided that show the location of Webfoot Road (see RAI
Appendix Ex-S).

Exhibit T — Recreation

Tl

T-1,T-2

The application includes the Sherman County Historical Museum, the Sherman County Fairgrounds and
RV Park, Moro City Park, Wasco City Park and upland bird and deer hunting as “potentially important”
recreational opportunities. Please discuss the basis for concluding that these opportunities are not
“important.”

Response: OAR 345-022-0100 prescribes factors the Council shall use in judging the importance of a
recreational opportunity. Because the statute does not prescribe objective evaluation criteria such as a
scoring system, the principal investigator and consultant team applied best professional judgment and
consultation with Sherman County Planner Georgia Macnab to subjectively determine the relative
importance of the potentially important opportunities identified in the analysis area.

The Sherman County Historical Museumn, Sherman County Fairgrounds and RV Park, Moro City Park,
and Wasco City Park do not benefit from special designation or management status; upland bird and deer

Kiondike 11l Wind Project — Response to First Request for Additional Information Page 12




Req. #

Page
reference

Request for additional information

hunting are managed according to statewide hunting regulations by Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife. In comparison, the John Day River corridor is a designated Federal Wild and Scenic River, a
State Scenic Waterway, State Wildlife Refuge, and is managed through two federal plans (i.c., John Day
River Management Plan and Two Rivers Resource Management Plan).

Regarding the museum and fairgrounds, the degree of demand was determined to be low to moderate
based on apparent visitor use during field investigations and telephone conversations with Ms. Macnab.
Although both are specific to Sherman County, neither offers outstanding or unusual qualities when
compared to other facilities such as the Wasco County Historical Museum (The Dalles), The Museum at
Warms Springs (Confederated Tribes or Warm Springs), the Wasco County Fairgrounds (Tygh Valley)
or Gilliam County Fairgrounds (Condon). They are not considered rare because local museums and
fairgrounds are common, as opposed to intact segments of the Historic Oregon Trail. They are not
considered irretrievable or irreplaceable because both could be replaced if lost; that is, the museum and
fairgrounds could be rebuilt and/or relocated if lost.

Degree of demand for both city parks was determined to be low through field investigation and telephone
conversations with Ms. Macnab. Wasco City Park has no facilities (e.g., restrooms); Moro City Park
facilities include restrooms, picnic tables and a playground. None of these facilities are outstanding or
unusual in quality. Although the parks are specific to Wasco and Moro, they are considered common
because similar parks can be experienced in many rural towns and communities (e.g., Grass Valley City
Park, Maupin City Park). The facilities could be easily replaced and/or rebuilt if lost.

The degree of demand for hunting was determined to be low to moderate through conversations with Ms.
Macnab and BLM Recreation Planner Heidi Mottl, both of whom indicated hunting in the analysis area
primarily occurs in the John Day River corridor, which has been identified as an important recreational
opportunity. Section T-3 supports a finding that the proposed facility would not have significant potential
adverse impacts on the corridor; as such, it is implied that the proposed facility would not have
significant potential adverse impacts on hunting in the corridor. The potential for hunting outside the
river corridor is common, assuming private landowners are willing to grant permission. There are also
ample opportunities for upland bird and deer hunting throughout the region beyond the analysis area.
Hunting opportunities could be retrieved and/or replaced if lost.

T2

T-5

Operation of the wind facility itself is likely to attract visitors wanting to see the turbines. This could
result in increased traffic. Do you plan to construct and maintain any interpretive center or “wayside”
where visitors can park and view the facility?

Response: No. Traffic levels are not high when compared to road capacity, as demonstrated in Exhibit
U. Although some additional traffic may be generated by visitors who want to view turbines, this should
not create transportation problems. (Mark coles, county road master, pers. Comm)

T3

On page T-6 and in earlier exhibits, the application refers to the “seen area analysis” that was conducted
in preparation of the application, but the application does not discuss how this analysis was done or
provide any documentation of the results of the analysis. Please provide a more complete explanation of
the “seen area analysis” regarding the visibility of the proposed facility from the John Day River.

» <

Response: A description of the “seen area analysis,” “computer modeling,” and results will be provided
in revisions to Exhibit R. This will include a more complete explanation regarding the visibility of the
proposed facility from the John Day River.

Exhibit U - Public Services

Ul

U-2

The analysis area for impacts on public services includes the area within 30 miles from the site boundary,
including communities that are in Washington. Exhibit U should discuss whether the construction and
operation of the facility would have any adverse impact on the provision of public services for
communities in Washington that are within the analysis area.

Response: The applicant will provide information for local providers of services within 30 miles of the
site boundary that are located in Washington,

U-9

What is the support for the statement that Klondike I “was shown to not have any adverse impacts to
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public and private service providers in the area™?

Response: Support came from discussions with service providers in the area, as referenced in Exhibit U
of the ASC, and a research paper written in 2004 by the Renewable Northwest Project titled “Windfall
from the Wind Farm, Sherman County, Oregon.” The Klondike I project is specifically addressed in this
document.

U3 U-9 What is the estimated tax revenue to local government? Include the basis and assumptions for that
estimate.

Response: Klondike I has contributed roughly $300,000 per year to the local tax authority. Klondike II
is three times the size of Klondike I, and thus is estimated to provide roughly $900,000 to the local tax
authority annually through the life of the project. Based on Klondike III's larger project size, it is
estimated to provide roughty $2,000,000 to $3,000,000 to the local tax authority on an annual average
basis throughout its project life.

U4 U-11 What is the support for the statement that Sunrise Disposal “has adequate capacity to accommodate
construction-related debris and service to the proposed project facility”?

Response: Sunrise Sanitary Disposal and Waste Management Inc. were contacted via phone call to
ascertain their respective abilities to accommodate waste from the construction and operation phases of
the project. Sunrise Disposal currently provides garbage disposal to all of Sherman County and can
provide 20, 30, and 40-yard boxes during construction as well as provide pickup during operation of the
facility. Drop-off and pickup of waste can be accommodated with existing equipment. Sunrise does not
operate a landfill, but instead transports waste to its transfer facility and then transports it to the Columbia
Ridge Landfill, the regional landfill operated by Waste Management, Inc. Telephone and email
correspondence with Waste Management, Inc. said the proposed project would not have an adverse
impact on its facility, because of the landfill’s remaining capacity estimated to be at least 50 years
(Palmer, pers. Comm).

3};&\,\\

15 U-12 What was the basis for selecting the communities listed in Table U-3 as the “affected communities™ as to
housing supply?

Response: Incorporated communities within 30 miles from the project were used as the basis for
determining housing supply. Considering the relatively high vacancy rates in these communities,
additional housing would not be required for new employees moving to the area and as a result would
have no impact on existing public utilities because they would already be provided to those units. In the
event a new employee lives outside of the city limits, that housing unit would likely use a private well
and septic system and would have no impact on public utilities. Employees moving to the area are
anticipated to live within the 30-mile study area boundary either in an incorporated city with public
utilities or in a rural area with private septic and water systems.

U6 U-14 Provide a letter from the Sheriff confirming the statements: “In the event response is required at the
Klondike III facilities, sheriff services can be accommodated with existing sheriff’s department
resources.” and “No adverse impacts to the sheriff’s department are anticipated as a result of the
proposed project.”

Response: The Sherman County Sheriff’s Department has provided a letter, which is attached in
Appendix U.

u7 U-14 What type of accidents at the facility would require “high angle rescue?” Should additional training be
provided?

Response: High angle rescue could occur in the event a person requires assistance on one of the towers
or transmission lines. According to the North Sherman County Fire Protection District (Thomas, pers
comm), one staff member has been trained in high angle rescue. The Fire District stated that no additional
training is required. ‘

U-15 Provide letters from the North Sherman County Rural Fire Protection District and the Moro Rural Fire
Protection District confirming that “the proposed project would not affect either department’s ability to
provide fire protection or ambulance service for their service areas.”
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Response: Sherman County Emergency Services coordinates the activities of the North Sherman County
Fire Protection District, which provides fire suppression for the project area, and Sherman County
Ambulance Service (a part of the Moro Rural Fire Protection District), which provides ambulance service
for the project area. Sherman County Emergency Services contacted both the fire district and ambulance
service provider and has provided a letter (attached in Appendix U) confirming the proposed project
would have no impact on fire and ambulance services.

Exhibit V - Waste

V1

V-2 and
w-1

Provide support for the statement that leaving concrete pads and other equipment 3’ below the surface
upon retirement of the facility would allow agricultural activities to continue (with no adverse effect).

Response: Three feet is common to the wind industry and is the depth used in applicant’s experience
throughout the U.S.

V2

V-4

The application says that waste management activities would be subject to “periodic inspections”.
Describe the periodic inspections, including who would perform the inspections and whether such
inspections are required under any law or ordinance.

Response: During construction, it will be the responsibility of the contractor to monitor waste generation
and management activities, and ensure that wastes are recycled or disposed of in an appropriate manner.

Exhibit W - Retirement

w1

Please provide more support for the estimated scrap value of steel. The link to www.grede.com is a home
page for a foundry with locations in the east and Midwest. We could not find the online quote for the
price of steel, and the application provides no support for concluding that the online quote is a valid
indicator of the price of scrap steel. What is the history of scrap steel prices? Does the price fluctuate
daily? Does the price vary geographically? What is the price of scrap steel at the market closest to
Sherman County? Can you confirm that Blattner (or some other qualified contractor) would do the site
restoration for $908,000 and be willing to accept what it could get for the scrap steel to cover the balance
of the $7.27 million cost? ‘

Response: Current and historical pricing for scrap steel can be found on the Producer Price Index (PPI)
for Commodities website at www.bls.gov by chosing Commodity Data. A hard copy of this data is
included in Appendix W. The contractor chosen to perform the site restoration would subtract the value
received for the scrap steel from the overall cost of restoration. Looking at the PPI table, scrap steel
prices are at an all-time high in 2005. The national index should be fairly consistent with what can be
expected for the market near Sherman County.

w2

Provide a site restoration bid from a contractor other than the contractor who is likely to do the
construction if a site certificate is granted.

Response: It should not be assumed that Blattner will “likely” be awarded the construction contract.

W3

The Blattner bid includes “revegetation” of 38 acres of land; however, Exhibit B states that the project
would be located on 70 acres. Explain why only 38 acres would need to be revegetated upon retirement
of the facility.

Response: The total permanent impacts within the lease boundary is 70 acres. However, much of this
area is agricultural land that will be put back into use for growing crops and will not require
“revegetation”.

w4

Although the cost estimate includes the cost of restoring the grade of the land to pre-construction levels,
there does not appear to be any consideration whether topsoil would have to be brought to the site to
restore soil productivity. Describe discussions the applicant has had with local landowners and farmers
that addressing this concern. If topsoil would be needed to restore productivity, provide a cost estimate.

Response: There should be adequate topsoil on the site or within close proximity to the site so that there
should not be a significant increase in the restoration cost to account for shipment of topsoil.
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Exhibit X — Noise

| X1 X-1 The application states that it was “assumed” that the “noise levels” would be higher with the GE turbine
than with the Vestas turbine. Please provide documentation of the maximum sound power level
“established by IEC 61400-11 (version 2002-12)” for each turbine.

Response: A comparison of the sound levels between the GE and Vestas turbines was not made in the
TW report. However, the GE data was used because it was more precise and appears to be conservative.
The data from the GE Technical Documentation specifies a maximum sound power level of 104 dBA +2
dBA with a footnoted reference to IEC 61400-11 (version 2002). The data from the Vestas
documentation is not as detailed but shows a sound level curve reaching a maximum of approximately
103 dBA. Documentation was not included in the report because the GE documentation explicitly states
that it is confidential and can not be copied without written consent from GE Energy (the Vestas
documentation does not have similar language).

X2 X-5 Explain how the calculation of the “36-dBA contour” was done. Provide a map-showing the boundary of
the 36-dBA contour.

Response: The distance to the 36 dBA contour was determined by modeling a string of turbines (17 in a
row) using the 106 dBA sound power level and calculating the perpendicular mid-point distance from the
turbines such that the sound level is 36 dBA. This distance was determined to be 0.8 miles (see
Appendix X model output). A receptor perpendicular to a string of turbines would be the worst off-site
impact location relative to turbine string geometry. A 0.8 mile contour around the lease boundary (not
the turbines) was examined for sensitive receivers. The lease boundary adds at least another 0.1 mile,
resulting in a conservative approach. A map of the 36 dBA (0.8 mile) contour is attached in Appendix X.

X3 X-5 Provide the BPA noise specification data for the transformers. Would the addition of the transformer
noise to the noise generated by the turbines affect the estimated sound pressure level at any of the noise
sensitive properties? Provide a map showing the locations of the transformers.

Response: The BPA noise specification data for the transformers was taken from BPA’s posted response
to Ms. Dulane Crist’s April 29 public meeting letter, dated August 3, 2004. BPA was contacted on
March 10, 2005 and BPA confirmed the 70 dBA noise specification at a distance described as “at the
transformer”. A distance of 3 feet from the transformer was used to conservatively estimate the distance
for the specification.

The addition of the transformer noise to the noise generated by the turbines will not affect the estimated
sound pressure level at any of the noise sensitive properties. The transformer locations are shown in
Appendix X and are labeled as “proposed substations™.

X4 X-5 Explain the difference between “maximum sound power level at cut-out speed” as used in the analysis
and “wind speed corresponding to the maximum sound power level established by IEC 61400-11
(version 2002-12)” as required under OAR 340-035-0035. Provide documentation of the sound power
level for the GE and Vestas turbines over the entire range of wind speeds from “cut-in” speed and the
“wind speed corresponding to the maximum sound power.”

Response: There is no difference between “maximum sound power level at cut-out speed” as used in the
analysis and “wind speed corresponding to the maximum sound power level established by IEC 61400-11
(version 2002-12)” as required under OAR 340-035-0035. The data from the GE Technical
Documentation specifies a maximum sound power level of 104 dBA +2 dBA with a footnoted reference
to IEC 61400-11 (version 2002). The sound power data for the GE turbines range from less than 96 +2
dBA at a wind speed of 3 /s to less than or equal to 104 +2 dBA at a wind speed of 7 nvs (cut-out). The
data from the Vestas documentation is not as detailed but shows a sound level curve beginning at
approximately 101 dBA at a wind speed of 3 m/s and reaching a maximum of approximately 103 dBA at
a wind speed of 7 m/s. Documentation was not included in the report because the GE documentation
explicitly states that it is confidential and can not be copied without written consent from GE Energy (the
Vestas brochure does not have similar language).

Wéw\i{
1%,

X-5 and It appears that the noise effects from the transformers were calculated separate from the noise effects of
Appendix | the turbines. The noise standard applies to all noise generated by the wind facility. Provide an analysis of
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X-1

whether including the transformer noise would change the boundary of the 36-dBA contour and whether
this would affect any additional noise sensitive properties.

Response: The addition of the transformer noise to the noise generated by the turbines will not affect the
distance to the 36 dBA contour nor the estimated sound pressure level at any of the noise sensitive
properties. There are a maximum of two transformers next to each other with a cumulative sound level
of 73 dBA at 3 feet; their corresponding distance to the 36 dBA contour was calculated to be 209 feet,
less than the 0.8 mile buffer area examined for sensitive receivers. The closest receptor to a transformer
is R7. The transformer noise would be approximately 13 dBA at R7 which is not enough to contribute to
the sound pressure level at R7.

X6

X-5 and
Appendix
X-1

In calculating the 36 dBA contour:
1. Was it assumed that all of the proposed wind facility’s turbines would be operating?
2. Was the noise from all turbines and transformers included in the calculation?

3. Were noise levels “over the entire range of wind speeds” (from cut-in to the speed corresponding to
the maximum sound power level) considered in the analysis?

4. Were the noise levels at the appropriate measurement points predicted following procedures
established by IEC 61400-11 (version 2002-12)?

Response:
1. Yes, the analysis considered all turbines emitting a 106 dBA sound power level simultaneously.
2. Yes.

3. No, only the 106 dBA maximum sound power level was used, resulting in a conservative
analysis.

4, No measurements were performed. An assumed level of 26 dBA Ls, was used for background,
manufacturer’s supplied noise data (referenced to IEC 61400-11) was used for the turbine sound
levels, and BPA’s published data was used for transformer sound levels.

X7

X-6

Identify the towers that would have to be eliminated to meet the ambient degradation test if a landowner
waiver is not obtained.

Response: No towers would have to be eliminated. Some towers would potentially need to be taken off-
line at maximum wind speeds, or a background noise study would need to be completed to quantify
ambient Lsg as a function of wind speed to determine if the predicted impacts are a function of the
conservative nature of the analysis. The towers that potentially need to be off-line at maximum wind
speeds to meet the ambient degradation test if a landowner waiver is not obtained include the following:

R4: Wpt 59, 60, 61, and 62

R5: Wpt 58

R6: Wpt 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, and 102
R7: Wpt 102, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 136, 137, and 138

- Exhibit AA - EMF

AAl

AA-1

Provide electric and magnetic field analysis for the underground transmission lines in addition to the
aboveground transmission line.

Response: Response is attached as Appendix AA-1.

AA2

AA-2

Under OAR 345-024-0090(2), the Council must decide whether the applicant “can design, construct and
operate the proposed transmission line so that induced currents resulting from the transmission line and
related or supporting facilities will be as low as reasonably achievable.” Provide an analysis of the risk of
induced currents from the proposed transmission lines and any mitigation actions proposed.
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interference.

Response: Response is attached as Appendix AA-3.

Req. # Request for additional information
reference
Response: Response is attached as Appendix AA-2.
AA3 AA-2 Provide support for the conclusion that the overhead transmission line is not likely to cause radio
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DAVID EVANS
AanD ASSOCIATES inc.

October 19, 2005

John White, Project Officer
Oregon Department of Energy
625 Marion Street NE

Salem, OR 97301

SUBJECT: KLONDIKE III WIND PROJECT - RESPONSE TO RAI #2
Dear John:

Enclosed is our response to RAI #2, including Appendices and a revised ExhibitL. We would also like to
take this opportunity to provide additional information related to several additional topics discussed at our
September 14, 2005 meeting: authorization of turbine sites vs. a corridor, the request for Washington ground
squirrel surveys on the site, and the need for a Goal 3 exception.

Authorization of Turbine Corridor

Given the need for micro-siting wind turbines to achieve optimum energy output, PPM requests that the
Council authorize flexible placement of turbines within the 300-foot corridors that have been studied, rather
than at specific points. Within these corridors, thorough investigations of cultural resources, wetlands, rare
plants, and sensitive habitats have been completed and documented in the ASC. None of these resources has
been documented in wheat production areas. Therefore, in dryland wheat, PPM requests the flexibility to site
turbines anywhere within 150 feet of the centerline.

In non-wheat production areas, PPM requests the flexibility to move turbines up to 50 feet from the centerline
without further analysis. The impact of turbines within the corridors on sensitive species and habitats has
been evaluated in the ASC. While moving turbines has the potential to bring the turbines closer to some of
the resources, we believe the impact analysis would still be appropriate with movement of turbines up to 50
feet from centerline. If a turbine would need to be moved more than 50 feet from the location shown on
project maps in the ASC, additional surveys or analysis could be done prior to construction.

Request for Washington Ground Squirrel Survey

To clarify information in Exhibit P, the attached Oregon Natural Heritage Information Center (ONHIC) data
(1979) showed a Washington ground squirrel sighting east of the John Day River, within 2 miles of the site.
Attached are the ONHIC data and a map that shows the location of the sighting. In addition, we have
contacted Keith Cole of ODFW. In a conversation on September 28, 2005, he confirmed that no known
sightings of Washington ground squirrel have occurred west of the John Day River, although a related ground
squirrel was apparently sighted at the Orion Energy project area to the north, within Sherman County.

2100 Southwest River Parkway Portland Oregon 97201 Telephone: 503.223.6663 Facsimile: 503.223.2701




John White, Project Officer
October 19, 2005 ® ﬂ
Page 2

Goal 3 Exception

Review of Oregon statutes, administrative rules and recent Oregon court opinions leads the Applicant to
conclude that 63.82 acres of land will be permanently removed from the agricultural land inventory of the
County in order to construct and operate the proposed energy generation facilities, roadways, operation and
maintenance building and electric substations. The 63.82 acres exceed the 20-acre threshold under OAR 660,
Division 33 which triggers the need for a Goal 3 exception. Therefore, the Applicant requests that the
Council review and approve the request for a Goal 3 exception that Applicant has submitted to the Council,
including supporting evidence included in the ASC application and Applicant's responses to the Department's
Requests for Additional Information.

Please call me at (503) 499-0369 if you have any questions or need clarification of the information in RAI #2.

Sincerely,

DAVID EVANS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

Dana Sié%\/
Regulatory Specialist

Copies: Jesse Gronner, PPM Energy
David Filippi, Stoel Rives LLP

Attachments/Enclosures: Response to RAI #2 and Appendices
Washington Ground Squirrel data

P:AP\PPME00000001\0600INFO\0640Permits\0641 OEE Site Certificate\RAI_2\CoverLetter_revl.doc




Klondike III Wind Project

Response to Second Request for Additional Information (RAI) - September 15, 2005

Req. #

Page

reference

Request for additional information

Exhibit B - Facility

B6
follow-

up

In your response to RAI B6, yoﬁ gave different lengths for underground transmission line in
county right-of-way (18.7 miles and 18.3 miles). Which is correct?

Response: 18.3 miles of transmission line will be within county road right-of-way.

B7
follow-

up

In your response to RAI B7, you proposed a three-year “window” for beginning
construction. The Council has generally required construction of energy facilities to begin
within two years after the date of the site certificate, but we understand that the wind
industry faces some constraints that affect when a project can be built. Please describe the
constraints that KIII faces that provide a justification for a wider construction window. In
addition, we note that on page B-12 you have proposed to complete construction in less than
12 months after construction begins. For gas-fired power plants, the Council has generally
allowed a three-year construction window (setting a construction completion deadline at
five years after the date of the site certificate, for example). In responding to RAI B7, please
address the deadline for completion of construction of the proposed Klondike III Wind
Project.

Response: The Klondike III Wind Project will transmit power via a new proposed
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) transmission line. BPA must complete the
following tasks before the transmission line is operational: locate the exact route, negotiate
land agreements, prepare baseline studies, publish a Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS), respond to comments, and prepare a Final EIS. PPM Energy has little control over
the schedule of this third-party process.

If the transmission line is not complete within PPM Energy’s proposed timeframe, which
would have the Klondike III Wind project operational by the end of 2007, then the Council
would have to evaluate an amendment to extend the KIII construction timeframe. In order
to avoid this, PPM Energy proposes to begin construction within 3 years from the date of
the site certificate, and then to complete construction within 2 years from the beginning of
construction, for a total construction window of 2 years.

B8

B-9

Provide a description of number, type, dimension and location the permanent
meteorological towers that would be constructed as a part of the facility.

Response: The three meteorological towers will be un-guyed steel towers, approximately
80 meters high with an equilateral triangle base, each side of which will be roughly 25 feet
long. The locations of the towers are shown as purple crosses on Figure C-2 of the ASC.

B9

B-3

Clarify the statement that all or part of the collector system may be aboveground due to
“geotechnical conditions or other engineering considerations.” Although we would prefer
that all of the 34.5 kV collector system be underground, we will consider appropriately
limited flexibility to allow construction of part of the system aboveground where necessary.

Response; Examples of specific conditions that would make it environmentally or
economically advantageous to run portions of the collection system above
ground include;
e  Steep terrain making the use of backhoes and trenching machines unsafe
e Stream and wetland crossings where an above ground line avoids or minimizes
environmental impacts,
¢ Soil with low thermal conductivity preventing adequate heat dissipation from the
conductor, and
e  Very rocky conditions that significantly increase trenching costs.
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PPM Energy
October 19, 2005

Req. #

Page
reference

Request for additional information

B10

B-10 and
Table P-3

In addition fo the 19 miles of new roads described at the top of page B-10, what is the length
of the existing road segments that would be widened, as shown on Figure C-2. We note that,
in addition to the segments running south from the proposed new O&M building, Figure C-
2 shows small segments of widening along McDonald Ferry Lane. In addition to providing
the total length of widened road segments, be sure to include the widened area in the
calculation of the total area of permanent impact on Table P-3.

Response: Approximately 4 miles of county road will be widened, resulting in permanent
impacts of 7.7 acres. These impacts were included in the original Table P-3.

Exhibit K - Land Use

K7
follow-

up

K-14

In your response to RAIK7, you state that washdown of concrete trucks would occur only
at “contractor-owned batch plants.” Considering the Council’s definition of “related or
supporting facilities,” explain how the impacts of the batch plants would be mitigated.
Alternatively, provide a basis for the Council to conclude that the batch plants are not
related or supporting.

Response: Hood River Sand & Gravel has an existing concrete batch plant centrally
located within the Klondike III project area. This plant was used to serve construction
needs of both the Klondike I and Klondike II wind projects and is expected to be a potential
service provider to Klondike III as well as other proposed construction projects in the
vicinity of Klondike III. Because this plant is an existing facility that has served and could
later serve other projects, it is not a related or supporting facility.

Exhibit L - Protected Areas

L3

L-1

Provide an analysis of any protected areas in the State of Washington that are within the 20-
mile analysis area.

Response: An analysis of State of Washington protected areas within the 20-mile analysis
area is attached as Revised Exhibit L in Appendix L.

14

L-2

Provide an analysis of whether noise from construction or operation of the proposed facility
would be audible at any of the protected areas within the analysis area.

Response: Noise levels from the wind turbine array were modeled at the three closest
points on the boundary of the protected area (John Day Wildlife Refuge), approximately 0.8
miles away. No topographic shielding was included, making the model conservative.
Sound levels from the turbines when all turbines are operating at the maximum sound power
level are estimated to range between 27 and 30 dBA. This results in overall levels of 30 to
31 dBA when added to an assumed background level of 26 dBA. The increase over
background levels would be 4 to 5 dBA during quiet background periods. An increase of 4
to 5 dBA is audible. At these low overall sound levels, the turbines might be audible in
quiet areas away from flowing water during low wind conditions. However, it is probable
that the sound could not be specifically identified to the source without visual cues.

L5

L-3

Are the areas along the John Day River from which portions of the facility would be visible
(page L4) located within five miles of the site? If so, what is the distance? Describe the
visual impact of the facility from these locations.

Response: Yes, areas along the John Day River from which portions of the facility would
be visible are within five miles of the site. Distances from the proposed turbines that would
be visible from the river are listed in Table R-2 of Revised Exhibit R, September 16, 2005.
The visual impact of the facility from these locations is described on pages R-11 through R-
13 of Revised Exhibit R, September 16, 2005.
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Req. #

Page
reference

Request for additional information

Exhibit M - Financial Assurance

M4

If a letter of credit, rather than a bond, is proposed as the financial assurance instrument,
provide a letter showing evidence that the applicant “has a reasonable likelihood of
obtaining” the letter of credit. We would suggest that the issue of the appropriate financial
assurance amount be addressed before you seek this letter from the financial institution. If
the appropriate amount is more than $2 million, then we would need a new letter in support
of a bond in the higher amount (to replace the letter in Appendix M-2).

Response: Applicant is not considering a letter of credit as the financial assurance
instrument at this time.

The applicant has obtained an estimate from an experienced contractor showing the
anticipated value of scrap would be higher than originally estimated. Therefore, the
proposed bond amount of $2 million should be adequate for facility retirement.

Exhibit O - Water

01
follow-

up

A substantial amount of water would be used for dust suppression and concrete mixing
during construction of the proposed facility. To issue a site certificate, the Council must find
that the facility “complies with all other Oregon statutes and administrative rules identified
in the project order, as amended, as applicable to the issuance of a site certificate for the
proposed facility” (ORS 469.503(3)). The project order addresses the need under Oregon
law for a valid water right. In your response to RAT O1, you state that you are “confident”
that there is sufficient water available, based on PPM’s experience. The Council will need
better evidence that KIII would be able to acquire sufficient water from a source having a
water right that covers the use.

Response: For a 165 turbine project, total water use will be approximately 18 million
gallons during the construction period for concrete and road dust control. While the
applicant anticipates that it will obtain water from a variety of sources, including those
identified in Exhibit U in the April 2005 Application for Site Certificate, the applicant has
received a letter from Northwest Aluminum Company, in which Northwest Aluminum
Company indicates that it can make available to the applicant the entire 18 million gallons
of water that will be required for project construction from Northwest Aluminum
Company’s wells located in The Dalles, Oregon. The letter confirming available water
capacity is attached as Appendix O.

Exhibit P - Habitat

P15

P-19

Provide a revised Table P-3. Include temporary construction-related impacts to Category 2
habitat and Category 3 upland tree habitat. Include the area of turn-around areas to be
located at the ends of turbine strings (as you mentioned in your response to RAI K2).
Address the inconsistency between the 63.82 acres of permanent impact shown on Table P-
3 with the statements on pages C-1, I-2, I-3, K-39 and elsewhere that the area of permanent
disturbance would be 70 acres.

Response: Revised Table P-3 is attached in Appendix P, and includes 18 temporary
construction turnarounds that are 400 feet in diameter (approximately 2.9 acres each; 50.8
acres total). The turnarounds were located based on the required turning radius for the
construction equipment, and were sited to avoid project elements as well as better quality
habitat when possible.

The temporary construction-related impacts associated with the turnarounds to Category 2
habitat will be 1.25 acres, and no temporary construction-related impacts to Category 3
upland tree habitat will occur. Early in project design, permanent project impacts were
calculated conservatively at 70 acres, and this figure was quoted in the Exhibits identified
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Regq. #

Page
reference

Request for additional information

above and elsewhere. Refinement of the project design resulted in a disturbance area that is
actually 63.82 acres. This is the permanent impact acreage that the Department should rely
on in evaluating the project.

P16

P-32

Explain or rephrase the statement on page P-32 that “performing repair activities during
operations” would be a method of minimizing impacts to Category 6 habitat.

Response: We believe that a line was inadvertently omitted in the ASC. It was intended to
convey that during operations, after agricultural areas have been restored, repair and
maintenance activities for the project would be conducted on the existing roads or other
permanently impacted areas, not on agricultural fields.

Exhibit Q - Threatened and Endangered Species

Q9

Q-1

Explain the differences between Table 1 on page Q-1 of the application and Table 1 in the
Klondike ITI Wind Project Summary of 2004-2005 Wildlife Surveys atp. 7. The “new” list
shows no federal or state listed threatened or endangered species. Explain how “target
species” were defined. Clarify whether bald eagle, peregrine falcon and Washington ground
squirrel are the only threatened or endangered animal species (excluding fish) that have a
potential to occur in the analysis area.

Response: Based on USFWS and ONHRIC database results (Table 1, p. Q1), bald eagle,
peregrine falcon and Washington ground squirrel are the only threatened or endangered
animal species (excluding fish) that have a potential to occur in the analysis area. In
addition, as mentioned in the Final Biological Protocol, “To address these species, DEA will
document any potential bald eagle or peregrine falcon roosting, nesting, or foraging habitat
within the project vicinity as part of the fish and wildlife habitat evaluation and the raptor
nest survey.”

The table in the Summary of 2004-2005 Wildlife Surveys displays those species for which
habitat is currently present within the study area. Federal or state listed threatened or
endangered species without habitat were not in the “new” list, because no habitat was
present. As mentioned in the Summary of 2004-2005 Wildlife Surveys, “Prior to conducting
surveys, DEA coordinated with ODFW and USFWS to develop the target species list...”
This means that DEA and the agencies determined, based on local knowledge, site visits,
very high-resolution aerial photography at an acquisition scale of 1:400, and best
professional judgment, whether habitat for the species in the “old” list currently exists on-
site, and if so, whether specific surveys not included in the Special Status Species surveys
and Raptor surveys were warranted.

Exhibit V - Waste

Vi
follow-

up

V-2 and

Provide a letter supporting the statement that leaving concrete pads and other equipment 3’
below the surface upon retirement of the facility would allow agricultural activities to
continue (with no adverse effect). This letter should come from a person with appropriate
expertise (for example, Agriculture Extension agent, Soil District staff or local farmers).

Response: See letter from Sandy Macnab of the OSU Extension Service dated September
29, 2005, attached as Appendix V. Because plowing depths are no more than 12 inches,
leaving concrete pads and other equipment 3 feet below the surface will allow normal
farming operations to resume.

V2
follow-

up

V-4

Describe any waste management program or inspections that would occur during facility
operation.

Response: The operations personnel will be responsible for the waste management
program, ensuring that solid waste is disposed of in dumpsters, and any hazardous wastes
are properly disposed of in accordance with applicable rules.
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Req. #
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Exhibit W - Retirement

Wi
follow-

up

Please provide more support for the estimated scrap value of steel. Respond to the questions
presented in the memo from John Larson, dated September 4, 2005.

Response: A revised estimate for facility removal from D. H. Blattner & Sons is attached
as Appendix W. This estimate shows what an experienced industry contractor believes to
be the forward price of salvaged steel, which is higher than the applicant’s original estimate.
1. The breakdown of assumed 160 ton/WTG is roughly 30% nacelle and 70% tower.

2. D. H. Blattner & Sons is a reputable wind industry contractor and has deducted an
assumed salvage value of $260/ton in its cost estimate attached as Appendix W. The
applicant has used a more conservative assumption of $241/ton in the application. This
methodology is consistent with applicant's experience in other regions where a
decomissioning bond is required.

3. The decomissioning cost for the overhead transmission line was obtained from an
electrical construction contractor and is its conservative estimate of total removal cost.

W3
follow-

up

Explain how the area of revegetation (38 acres) was calculated. Does this area include areas
that would be temporarily affected by demolition equipment and vehicle movement during
site restoration activities? Explain whether there would be a need to compensate owners for
any impacts on agricultural areas, if these areas are not “re-vegetated.”

Response: As described on page W-2, “reclamation procedures. .. will likely include re-
grading to restore soil and original contours and revegetation of all disturbed area
(emphasis added) with native plant seed mixes or agricultural crops, as appropriate, based
on the use of surrounding lands.”

Therefore, all temporarily affected areas would be re-vegetated, including agricultural areas.
If agricultural areas could not be re-vegetated in 2 manner that would result in equal
economic value (due to crop timing), landowners would be compensated monetarily.

W4
follow-

up

Discuss the issue of topsoil availability with local farmers and address whether there is
sufficient topsoil that could be removed from adjacent areas to restore the facility areas
without compromising the productivity of these adjacent agricultural areas.

Response: See letter from Sandy Macnab, Sherman County Crops Agent of the OSU
Extension Service, dated September 29, 2005, attached as Appendix V. Farmers and others
routinely move soils around their sites for various purposes, without adversely affecting
their ability to farm. In addition, if extra fill dirt is needed, there are several areas of stored
fill that could be available to restore the site.

Exhibit X - Noise

2
follow-

up

Does your response to RAI X2 mean that all of the residences within the lease boundary
would experience an increase in ambient sound pressure level greater than 10 dBA?

Response: No. The purpose of the contour distance calculation is to define the possible
area of impact. A detailed modeling analysis was performed for all receivers within the 36
dBA contour (the area of possible impact) and the results are presented in the noise analysis.
Only a portion of the receivers showed levels of 36 dBA (a 10 dBA increase over the
assumed 26 dBA) or greater.
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Page
reference
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X6
follow-

up

X-5 and
Appendix
X-1

Regarding your response to RAI X6(3), without having an analysis of sound levels at the
receptors “over the entire range of wind speeds” (as required by the regulation), we cannot
determine whether the facility could ever be operated without violating the noise standards
(in the absence of waivers from all affected property OWwners).

Response: Please see the discussion in response to X8.

Regarding your response to RAI X6(4), the reference to IEC 61400-11 (version 2002-12)
comes from OAR 340-035-0035(1)(b)(iii)(IV), which does not require measurements. Y our
response is unclear whether the requirements of the regulation were followed.

Providing a response to RAI X8 below may be sufficient to respond to these concerns.

Response: The regulations were followed exactly and the noise analysis was conservative
because it was based on the maximum sound power levels. OAR 340-035-
0035(1)(b)(B)(iii)(IV) states: ” For purposes of determining whether a proposed wind
energy facility would satisfy the ambient noise standard where a landowner has not waived
the standard, noise levels at the appropriate measurement point are predicted assuming that
all of the proposed wind facility’s turbines are operating between cut-in speed and the wind
speed corresponding to the maximum sound power level established by IEC 61400-11
(version 2002-12). These predictions must be compared to the highest of either the assumed
ambient noise levels of 26 dBA or to the actual ambient background L10 and L50 noise
level, if measured. The facility complies with the noise ambient background standard if this
comparison shows that the increase in noise is not more than 10 dBA over this entire range
of wind speeds.”

The appropriate measurement point is defined under OAR 340-035-0035(3)(b) and was
assumed to be 25 feet toward the wind turbines from the residence. IEC 61400-11 specifies
the method to be used by the turbine manufacturers to establish sound levels from operating
turbines. Data from GE on noise levels from turbines operating between cut-in speed and
cut-out speed (which is the speed corresponding to the maximum sound power level) were
used in the predictions. The GE data specifically reference IEC 62400-11 (version 2002-12
(see Appendix X — Technical Specification — Noise Emission Compliance)). It was
assumed that all turbines were operating at the maximum sound power level. The predicted
levels were compared to an assumed ambient background level of 26 dBA. The results
were shown in the noise analysis and exceed the 10 dBA increase at four receivers when all
turbines are operating at the maximum sound power level.

X8

X-3

Respond to the questions in the e-mail from Kerrie Standlee, dated September 2, 2005,
regarding noise impact analysis.

Response: The responses are attached as Appendix X.

X9

Appendix
X-1, page
10

Does “estimated noise level” on Table 4 mean the noise generated from operation of the
wind facility (assuming all turbines in operation) or is it an estimate of the total ambient
sound level with the turbines operating? Is the “maximum sound power level at cut-out
speed” the same as the maximum sound power level overall? The text below the table
appears to mix the ambient degradation test with the Table 8 test.

Response: It is the noise generated from the operation of the wind facility. For the four
receivers with sound levels predicted to exceed the 10 dBA increase criteria, it is also the
estimated total ambient sound level as the 26 dBA background would not contribute to
overall levels once operating levels exceed 10 dBA over background Yes, the maximum
sound power level at cut-out speed is the maximum sound power level overall.
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Req. # Page Request for additional information
reference
Exhibit AA - EMF
AA2 AA-2 Explain last sentence of your RAI response AA2.
‘f;ollow- Response: The response was intended to indicate that mitigation for underground magnetic
P fields is only appropriate and should only be required when there is an adjacent
underground pipeline. There are no such pipelines adjacent to the proposed KIII collector
system. Therefore, mitigation should not be necessary.
Exhibit BB - Other Information
BBl BB-1 Respond to the requirements of OAR 345-024-0010 (Public Health and Safety Standards for

Wind Energy Facilities).
Response: To meet this criteria, the Council must find that the applicant:

(a) Can design, construct and operate the facility to exclude members of the public from
close proximity to the turbine blades and electrical equipment;

Response: The project is designed so that substations, including transformers and other
electrical equipment, are not accessible to the public. Other electrical equipment will be
inside the turbines, which have locked entry doors and thus to which the public would not
have access. The turbine blades are also only accessible from within the secured turbine
towers. No advertising will be used on any part of the facility. Warning signs will be posted
as required by law for safety of the public.

(b) Can design, construct and operate the facility to preclude structural failure of the tower
or blades that could endanger the public safety and to have adequate safety devices and
testing procedures designed to warn of impending failure and to minimize the consequences
of such failure.

Response: The project is designed so that towers and blades are a minimum of 400 feet
from public roads. In the extre