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Minutes #459 – June 17, 2009



 OREGON BOARD OF MARITIME PILOTS

MINUTES #459
The Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots met in regular session on June 17, 2009 at 10:10 a.m., in Conference Room 1-A of the State Office Building in Portland, Oregon.

The Board representatives present included Chair Kim Duncan, Vice Chair Tom Markgraf, Mindy Ferris, Amer Badawi, Kenny Davais, Jeff Krug, Capt. Anne McIntyre, Capt. Thron Riggs, Capt. Charles Yates, ex officio member Karla Hunter from the PUC, Assistant Attorney General David Hatton and Susan Johnson, Administrator.  Chair Duncan recognized Mindy Ferris whose appointment was confirmed.  This is her first meeting as a voting member.  

MINUTES #458 – Mr. Badawi Moved that the Minutes of the last meeting be approved as previously mailed. Capt. Riggs provided a second to the motion, which Carried.   

NEW BUSINESS:   3rd Quarter Budget Report – The most recent budget report reflects expenses through 3/31/09, showing that just over 70% of the budget has been expended.  Higher expenditure levels over the last year reflect a significant amount of board activity (legislative, economic, and committee).  There is a projected beginning balance of $40,000 for the next biennium, which will be needed to fund the highly unpredictable expenses for upcoming rate hearings.  There will also be new expenses in the next biennium tied to rulemaking for investigations and office administration.
OLD BUSINESS:  
Statutory COLA Increase to License Fee – Consideration of Rule Amendment to OAR 856-010-0016
Tied to the budget discussion is a continuation of the discussion to adopt a statutory fee increase.  In 2007, ORS Chapter 776 was amended to increase license fees, which included a provision to adjust the fee biennially by the percentage change for that two-year period.  The percentage adjustment for the 2007-09 biennium is 7.29%, which would increase the license fee from $2,500 to $2682.  Statutorily, this is a mandatory adjustment.  The Board can also adjust the amount of the license fee to be less than the statutory $2,500 maximum.  There was discussion of the appropriate amount of revenue to carry over into future biennia.  There was also discussion about the legislature’s expectation that agencies maintain approximately a six-month ending balance to cover expenses.  Mr. Markgraf Moved that the Board proceed with rulemaking to increase the license fee to $2,682.  Mr. Badawi provided a second to the motion, which Carried.  The Administrator explained that the rule to increase the license fee cannot go into effect for a minimum of 49 days from the date of notice.
Draft Statutory Language to Redefine the Pilotage Grounds – Mr. Markgraf advised that the proposed boundaries for Coos Bay are being reviewed for accuracy, and the language for all pilotage grounds will be presented to the Board for approval at the July meeting.  The proposed language will redefine all pilotage grounds into latitudes and longitudes.  The language also defines a pilot boarding area for the Columbia River Bar.  There was discussion of the boarding area, and whether the proposed language would affect vessels just passing through on their way to a destination other than Oregon.  The final language will be presented for a vote at the July meeting.
Temporary Rule OAR 856-010-0015(8): Consideration of Adopting as Permanent – Capt. McIntyre advised that ongoing delays to federal license processing necessitates that this rule be made permanent.  The rule provides a temporary waiver of a current federal license requirement for a state license renewal.  Responses have been received from Congressional delegates, and Representatives Earl Blumenauer and David Wu have sent correspondence to the Commander of the U.S. Coast Guard regarding this issue. Capt. Riggs Moved that the Board proceed with rulemaking to adopt the temporary rule as a permanent rule.  Mr. Markgraf provided a second to the motion, which Carried.
Coos Bay Pilotage Service – Kevin Davis, counsel for the Coos Bay Pilots, advised that the parties have met twice and they are trying to get a consensus by August 1.  There is another meeting scheduled for 6/19.  Chair Duncan added that she had recently traveled to Coos Bay to meet with Port officials and had the opportunity to take a ship ride while she was there.
ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:  The Administrator reported on activities since the last meeting, including coordinating river pilot applicant interviews which were conducted May 28 and June 1, and upcoming interviews confirmed for June 29 and June 30.  After taking some necessary training for website content management, the Board’s website has been updated to include meeting minutes, schedule and agendas, board contact list, board orders and tariff, and other publications of interest.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
CPD – Capt. McIntyre reported that the committee had a meeting on May 20.  There was discussion of what core CPD should be required and to solicit input from pilot organizations about what all Oregon pilots should take.  There was also discussion about Pacific Maritime Institute, and the concept of a pilot “self-assessment.”  It was agreed that the committee would target October as the time frame for completing the review and making recommendations to the Board.  The next committee meeting is scheduled to convene after the Board meeting on July 21.
Harbor Safety – Capt. Dan Jordan of the Columbia River Bar Pilots announced that there will be a meeting tomorrow from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. regarding the installation of wave and weather buoys on the bar.
Health – A rule hearing convened to consider the adoption of new physical requirements for pilot apprentices, trainees and applicants.  The new rules defer to the federal model and institute the use of the U.S. Coast Guard physical examination report.  After brief discussion, Capt. Riggs Moved that the rules be adopted.  Capt. McIntyre provided a second to the motion, which Carried. 
Investigations – A rule hearing convened to consider the adoption of new investigation procedures.  Mr. Krug provided a summary of the new rules, which updates incident investigation procedures, defines categories of incidents, and provides for independent investigator assistance.  Capt. McIntyre Moved that the new rules be adopted.  Mr. Badawi provided a second to the motion, which Carried.  Mr. Krug added that a meeting has been scheduled July 1 to discuss the Board’s new investigation procedures with the Coast Guard, and the committee is scheduling a meeting the week of July 13 to talk to three investigators and review draft contract language for their services.



Performance Measures – Ms. Duncan advised that a revised draft of performance measures being considered has gone out to the committee.  She noted that some of the measures may incur some additional resource demands, and recommended that the Board schedule a reasonable amount of time for discussion at the July meeting.
SAFETY ISSUES:  Capt. McIntyre explained that the River Pilots’ safety program is different from that of the Bar Pilots, in that it is an issue-based report at their monthly safety meetings.  Much of it is taken care of through CPD training.  She suggested that they could provide a quarterly report on CPD activities.  There was general agreement to this idea, and Capt. McIntyre stated that she would create a format for such a report and forward it to the Board.  Capt. Jordan circulated the Bar Pilots’ periodic safety summary, which reports the number and types of safety drills and meetings conducted and the most recent dates they occurred.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 21, 2009.





License Renewals - As submitted on the agenda, the following licenses are scheduled for renewal in August:  On the Columbia and Willamette River pilotage grounds – P.A. Massey #121, J.L. Galloway #122, L. Rodgers #123 and J.D. Jurgensen #136.  
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Johnson, Administrator

Approved as amended, July 21, 2009, Minutes #460.

