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Keeping it legal when it comes to fireworks

SALEM— Fireworks sales season is open.  The Oregon State Fire Marshal, Oregon Fire Service, Oregon fireworks wholesalers and safety experts advise safety precautions and using only Oregon legal fireworks helps prevent injuries and costly fires. Legal fireworks may be purchased only from Oregon fireworks stands issued permits by the Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal.  
     “Be prepared, be safe and be responsible with fireworks,” says State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr. “Oregon legal fireworks are safer with the right precautions. Our focus is preventing injuries and fires.” 

      “An individual possessing illegal fireworks risks fines up to $500 for violations including possession and endangering life and property,” warns Orr.  She further advises public fireworks displays are the best way to enjoy aerial fireworks.
     During 2004 Oregon had 379 fireworks-related fires; this is an 18% decrease from the 464 fireworks-related fires reported in 2003.  Close to 90% of the 2004 fires occurred from June 1 through July 31, 2004.  Youths age 17 years or younger were involved in over 28% of the 2003 fireworks-related fires.  During 2004 the reported $416,694 dollar loss of fireworks-related fires was 35% less than reported losses in 2003.  

BE PREPARED before lighting fireworks…

· Use legal fireworks available at licensed outlets.

· Always read and follow label directions.

BE SAFE when lighting fireworks…

· An adult should always light fireworks – keep matches and lighters away from children.

· Use outdoors only, away from anything that can burn.

BE RESPONSIBLE after you finish…

· Soak used fireworks thoroughly in a bucket of water.

· Never re-light a “dud” firework (wait 15 to 20 minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water).

More information may be found at: http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/FW_Confer_2005.shtml
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