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November 21, 2005
For Immediate Release

Contact:  Donna Disch
(503) 373-1540, ext. 275 or (503) 945-0329, pager

               Rich Hoover   (503) 373-1540, ext. 217 or (503) 370-0033, pager
State Fire Marshal urges Oregonians to use caution with holiday cooking

Oregon State Fire Marshal Nancy Orr reminds Oregonians to use extreme caution when preparing their holiday meals especially if using a turkey fryer because of the dangers frequently associated with the devices. 

“With the increasing popularity of cooking turkeys in deep fat fryers it’s important to remember turkey fryers should be used outdoors and always attended,” advises Orr. “It’s dangerous to use them on wooden decks or in garages.”

Additional turkey fryer safety tips from the Consumer Product Safety Commission include:

· Raise and lower food slowly to reduce splatter and prevent burns.
· Cover bare skin when adding or removing food from the fryer.
· Make sure to have at least two feet of space between the propane tank and the fryer burner.
· If the oil begins to smoke, immediately turn the fryer gas supply off.
Oregonians need to be careful in the kitchen too. Cooking fires are the leading cause of home fires in Oregon. In 2004, residential cooking fires caused an estimated 43 injuries and $6.2 million in property damage.  Fires tend to occur at 6 p.m. with a slightly smaller peak around noon. 

Follow these tips for cooking safely:

· Keep your cooking area clean, including stovetop, oven and exhaust fan.
· Keep dishtowels and potholders away from stove burners.
· Watch your sleeves. Loose sleeves or other clothing over burners may ignite or catch on the handles of pots and pans.
· Cooking oil may ignite quickly. Heat oil slowly and watch it closely.
· Keep a fire extinguisher in your kitchen within easy reach and know how to use it. 

For more information on cooking and fires go to http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Home_Fire_Safety_Campaign.shtml
Audio file: http://www.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/Press_Release_Audio.shtml
Local demonstration by Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue
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