
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

ABOUT

WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES
A statute enacted by the 1993 Legislature and provisions in Oregon's Building Code encourage local governments to voluntarily designate those portions of their jurisdictions which are subject to catastrophic fire as "Wildfire Hazard Zones".  The purpose of these zones is to define those areas where buildings need to be made more survivable from fires spreading through adjacent wildlands.  This publication address the most frequently asked questions about the process of identifying and adopting a Wildfire Hazard Zone.

WHY SHOULD WE DESIGNATE WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES?




If portions of your jurisdiction are prone to wildfire, the adoption of Wildfire Hazard Zones will permit the use of a special law which makes it easier for homeowners to protect their dwellings from fire.  Also, adoption will automatically apply special provisions of the Building Code which are designed to make new or certain remodeled dwellings more fire safe.

IS THE ADOPTION OF WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES MANDATORY?




No.  The adoption of Wildfire Hazard Zones is completely voluntary.  Local jurisdictions have the responsibility to determine whether or not to participate in the adoption process.

IS IT DIFFICULT TO ADOPT WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES?   
No.  The criteria used to adopt wildfire hazard zones were established with ease of application in mind.  The process has been made as untechnical as possible.  The required reference material is readily available through the Oregon Department of Forestry.

WHAT JURISDICTIONS MAY ADOPT WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES?
Any unit of local government authorized by law to adopt a building code or to adopt a fire prevention code may adopt wildfire hazard zones.  This includes counties, cities and rural fire protection districts.

DOES THE ADOPTION OF A WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONE CONSTITUTE A LAND USE ACTION?

No.  The adoption of a Wildfire Hazard Zone is not a component of Oregon's land use planning process or regulations.  Therefore, any Wildfire Hazard Zone adopted will not require an amendment to a city or to a county comprehensive plan.

CAN WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES BE ADOPTED ONLY IN FORESTED AREAS?   No.  Wildfire Hazard Zones may be adopted in any location of the state which meets the criteria set forth by the Department of Forestry.  It is possible that some non-forested areas will qualify as Wildfire Hazard Zones.
WHAT WILL ADOPTION OF WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES COST?               It is likely that there will be some minor costs involved in inventorying and mapping your jurisdiction, relative to the criteria established by the Department of Forestry.  The criteria were established with an eye to making the process as easy and as uncomplicated as possible.
WILL THE DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY DO THE INVENTORY AND MAPPING WORK FOR US?                                                   No.  Local Department of Forestry offices will assist and advise local jurisdictions, however, the responsibility for conducting the process rests with local jurisdictions.
WHAT REGULATIONS WILL APPLY WITHIN AN AREA DESIGNATED AS A WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONE?                                           Upon the adoption of a Wildfire Hazard Zone, two things happen.  First, the provisions of ORS 93.270(4) are activated.  Otherwise dormant, these provisions say that legal action cannot be brought against a property owner for using fire resistant roofing material, even if a flammable material, such as cedar shakes, is specifically required by covenants which run with the land.  Second, several provisions of the Building Code are activated.  These provisions require that fire safe roofing materials be used and that addresses be conspicuously posted.  The roofing material provisions compliment similar existing requirements in ORS 215.730, which sets standards for new dwellings built on land zoned as primary forestland.
DO ALL PORTIONS OF A JURISDICTION NEED TO BE CONSIDERED?
No.  Which portions of a jurisdiction will be evaluated and which will subsequently be designated as a Wildfire Hazard Zone is entirely up to the local jurisdiction.

WILL THE DESIGNATION OF A WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONE CHANGE THE INTERPRETATION OF LAND USE RULES?
No.  The determination and establishment of Wildfire Hazard Zones does not constitute a land use action.

CAN PREVIOUS MAPS OF HIGH FIRE DANGER AREAS BE USED TO DETERMINE THE LOCATION OF WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES?
No.  Areas of high fire danger, identified during previous mapping projects, were not based on the criteria set forth in Department of Forestry administrative rules.  ORS 93.270(4) and the Building Code require that the criteria set forth only in Department of Forestry administrative rules may be used.

WHO WILL ENFORCE WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONE PROVISIONS?
The provisions of ORS 93.270 require little active enforcement, because of their prohibition of public and private legal action against a property owner.  The provisions of the Building Code will be enforced by local jurisdictions, just as are other portions of the Building Code.

WHY DID ODF USE THE CRITERIA IT DID?
The criteria were selected for several reasons.  First, the enabling legislation provided limits to the criteria that could be used.  Second, the selected criteria are the principal ones which most influence the spread of wildland fire.  Third, the criteria were developed so that they could be used and understood by people who may not be familiar with the technical aspects of wildland ignition potential and fire behavior.

CAN WE USE DIFFERENT CRITERIA?

No.  Both the enabling legislation and the Building Code require the use of criteria developed by the Department of Forestry and put into administrative rule form.

WHERE  CAN I OBTAIN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WILDFIRE HAZARD ZONES?
Contact any local office of the Oregon Department of Forestry or the Fire Policy and Prevention Section, 2600 State Street, Salem, OR 97310, telephone (503) 945-7440, fax (503) 945-7454.
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