














Hi Kraig, 
Nice to hear from you.  NPs are considered LIPs, so I would believe there is room for the 
esthetician to work with the knowledgeable, competent NP.  Since the RN (not RN who is a NP) 
role is not an independent role when it comes to cosmetics/aesthetics, except when it comes to 
except for those areas we identified as personal care (when part of a nursing plan of care like 
manicures, pedicures, facials, facial massage), I can't envision an appropriate scenario for the 
RN and esthetician to set up shop alone.  I'm copying Tracy so she can weigh in too.  I know 
she'll be out a couple of days, but it sounds like this is preparatory work, so I'm hoping a few days 
won't matter.  Marilyn 
  

Marilyn L. Hudson, RN, MSN, CNS  
Nursing Practice Consultant  
Oregon State Board of Nursing  
971-673-0656  

  
 

 
From: BOHOT Kraig * OHLA [mailto:Kraig.Bohot@state.or.us]  
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2008 4:04 PM 
To: Marilyn Hudson 
Subject: Estheticians Working Under/With Nurses 

Hi Marilyn, 
 
An esthetician would like to open a business offering more advanced procedures and wants to 
work with/under an RN rather than a physician to reduce costs.  I re-reviewed the cosmetic policy 
statement at http://www.oregon.gov/OSBN/pdfs/policies/CosmeticPolicy.pdf. 
 
We’ve always said that an esthetician working under a physician can perform services beyond 
scope because the physician has ultimate responsibility, although I don’t think we’ve ever actually 
pinpointed a specific policy, statute or rule. 
 
As we head into the 2009 session, we’re looking at advanced practice for esthetics, and one of 
the factors may be defining those working relationships more. 
 
It appears from the policy statement that a nurse still needs to have a LIP involved to some extent 
– does that have to be a physician or can it be an NP? 
 
Regards, 
 
Kraig Bohot 
OHLA Communications 
www.oregon.gov/OHLA 
503-373-1939 
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Putting Oregonians to work while protecting Oregon consumers 

Unlicensed Services Provided in Licensed Facilities: 
Clarification Needed to Address Related Issues 
Should licensed cosmetology facilities be allowed to provide services that do 
not fit within the scope of practice of any of the four fields of individual practice 
and are not necessarily medical in nature or within the scope of practice of 
other regulated professions? 
 
For example, should cosmetology facilities be allowed to provide teeth 
whitening services that use over-the-counter teeth-whitening strips?   
 
Teeth whitening is not within the scope of practice or statutory definition of 
barbering, esthetics, hair design or nail technology under Oregon Revised 
Statutes (ORS) 690.005. 
 
However, teeth whitening that a consumer could use at home is different than 
teeth whitening that may be provided in a dentist’s office. 
 
If such services are not explicitly within the scope of practice of another 
regulated profession and may be purchased and used by an individual 
consumer, should cosmetology facilities be able to provide them? 
 
Consumers may assume that any and all services provided in a licensed 
cosmetology facility are regulated.   
 
Oregon regulations for cosmetology do not explicitly prohibit providing services 
outside a practitioner’s scope of practice.  However, if those services are 
within a scope of practice of a different regulated profession, the practitioner 
would be subject to the laws and rules of the state regulatory board or agency 
overseeing that profession and possibly in violation of providing unlicensed 
services. 
 
The Oregon Health Licensing Agency (OHLA) and Board of Cosmetology 
encourage practitioners, the public and other stakeholders to contribute to the 
decision-making process on this issue by providing feedback to the agency at 
info.ohla@state.or.us or by calling 503-378-8667. 
 
OHLA and the Board of Cosmetology adopted this position statement on 
November 3, 2008. 
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