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RULE SUMMARY 

DMV has seen an increase in the number of applications to title and register motorcycles and mopeds that are manufactured abroad 
and imported to the United States for sale. DMV has determined that a number of these vehicles do not comply with federal vehicle 
standards. 
 

Vehicles that are not manufactured to comply with federal vehicle safety and emissions standards are not eligible to receive Oregon 
title and registration.  DMV believes that some manufacturers or distributors of imported vehicles are falsifying the Manufacturers 
Certificate of Origin (MCO) by including a statement that the vehicle complies with federal vehicle standards, when in fact the 
vehicle does not comply. Purchasers of these non-compliant vehicles are then able to obtain title and registration which allows them 
to be used on Oregon highways in violation of state and federal law. This alarming trend could put vehicle consumers and other users 
of the road at risk of personal injury and contribute to air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.  
 

In order to keep these non-compliant vehicles off Oregon roads, DMV has adopted a policy which includes new procedures for 
verifying proof of compliance with federal vehicle standards. The policy, which became effective May 1, 2009, specifies that before 
issuing title and registration DMV will conduct visual inspections of some vehicles.  To implement this policy, DMV has amended 
OAR 735-022-0090 (Proof of Compliance with Federal Vehicle Standards) to clarify that DMV will not issue title and registration if 
DMV has reason to believe the vehicle is non-compliant. DMV will apply this rule amendment retroactively to May 1, 2009, the 
effective date of the policy. 
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