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RULE SUMMARY
Chapter 735, Division 160 rules establish the requirements, qualifications and application procedures for both commercial drive
school operations and instructors. There were separate rules for the issuance, renewal and denial of both the operator and instructor
certificate (six total rules). To simplify matters, DMV combined information into just two rules — one for the Operator Certificate and
one for the Instructor Certificate. Both rules will establish the requirements to apply for an original certificate or renew a certificate
already issued and both rules will establish when DMV will deny issuance of the specific certificate. Because of this restructuring,
DMV repealed 735-160-0012, 735-160-0013, 735-160-0085 and 735-160-0093 and amended OAR 735-160-0011 and 735-160-0080.

DMV also amended 735-160-0011 and 735-160-0080 to allow criminal history checks by other than Oregon State Police, and to
clarify that criminal records may be used in a contested case hearing or appeal.

DMV amended 735-160-0075 to distinguish the requirements between an instructor who is only conducting classroom training and
one who conducts behind the wheel training. An instructor who only provides classroom training will not be required to hold an
Oregon driver license, meet eyesight standards or pass a special drive test. This change will allow a commercial drive school to have
a broader pool of possible instructors and will alleviate the costs in time and money of having to provide a report from a licensed
vision specialist and having to take a special drive test.

DMV amended 735-160-0075 to change a commercial drive school instructor requirement so that an applicant or an instructor does
not have a suspension under the Driver Improvement Program within the past three years, rather than the past five years. The five-
year restriction was overly restrictive.
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