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INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

250.037

250.035 Form of ballot titles for state
and local measures. (1) The ballot title of
any measure, other than a state measure, to
be initiated or referred shall consist of:

(a) A caption of not more than 10 words
which reasonably identifies the subject of the
measure;

(b) A question of not more than 20 words
which plainly phrases the chief purpose of
the measure so that an affirmative response
to the question corresponds to an affirmative
vote on the measure; and

(c) A concise and impartial statement of
not more than 175 words summarizing the
measure and its major effect.

(2) The ballot title of any state measure
to be initiated or referred shall consist of:

(a) A caption of not more than 15 words
that reasonably identifies the subject matter
of the state measure. The caption of an ini-
tiative or referendum amendment to the con-
stitution shall begin with the phrase,
“Amends Constitution,” which shall not be
counted for purposes of the 15-word caption
limit;

(b) A simple and understandable state-
ment of not more than 25 words that de-
scribes the result if the state measure is
approved. The statement required by this
paragraph shall include either the phrase, “I
vote” or “vote yes,” or a substantially similar
phrase, which may be placed at any point
within the statement;

(c) A simple and understandable state-
ment of not more than 25 words that de-
scribes the result if the state measure is
rejected. The statement required by this
paragraph shall not describe existing statu-
tory or constitutional provisions in a way
that would lead an average elector to believe
incorrectly that one of those provisions
would be repealed by approval of the state
measure, if approval would not have that re-
sult. Any thing or action described both in
the statement required by paragraph (b) of
this subsection and in the statement required
by this paragraph shall be described using
the same terms in both statements, to the
extent practical. Any different terms must be
terms that an average elector would under-
stand to refer to the same thing or action.
The statement shall include either the
phrase, “I vote” or “vote no,” or a substan-
tially similar phrase, which may be placed at
any point within the statement; and

(d) A concise and impartial statement of
not more than 125 words summarizing the
state measure and its major effect.

(3) The statements required by subsection
(2)(b) and (c) of this section shall be written
so that, to the extent practicable, the lan-
guage of the two statements is parallel.

(4) The statement required by subsection
(2)(b) of this section shall be written so that
an affirmative response to the statement
corresponds to an affirmative vote on the
state measure.

(5) The statement required by subsection
(2)(c) of this section shall be written so that
an affirmative response to the statement
corresponds to a negative vote on the state
measure.

(6) To avoid confusion, a ballot title shall
not resemble any title previously filed for a
measure to be submitted at that election.

(7) In the statements required by subsec-
tion (2)(b), (¢) and (d) of this section, reason-
able discretion shall be allowed in the use of
articles and conjunctions, but the statements
shall not omit articles and conjunctions that
are necessary to avoid confusion to or mis-

understanding by an average elector. [1979
¢.190 §143; 1979 ¢.675 §1; 1985 c.405 §1; 1987 ¢.556 §1; 1987
¢.875 §1; 1995 ¢.534 §1; 1997 c.541 §312; 1999 ¢.793 §1; 2001
¢.104 §78]

250.036 Form of ballot title for meas-
ure subject to section 11 (8), Article XI
of Oregon Constitution; exception. (1)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
all ballot titles subject to section 11 (8), Ar-
ticle XI of the Oregon Constitution, shall in-
clude the following statement as the first
statement of the ballot title summary:

This measure may be passed only at an
election with at least a 50 percent voter
turnout.

(2) As used in this section, “at least a 50
percent voter turnout” means a voter turn-

out that meets the requirements of section
11 (8), Article XI of the Oregon Constitution.

(8) The statement required by this sec-
tion shall not be counted in determining the
word count requirements of ORS 250.035.

(4) Subsection (1) of this section shall not
apply to the ballot title of a measure sub-
mitted to voters in a general election in an
even-numbered year. [1997 c.541 §311]

250.037 Form of ballot title for meas-
ure requesting approval of certain bonds;
elections by mail. (1) The ballot title of any
measure requesting elector approval of
bonds, the principal and interest on which
will be payable from taxes imposed on prop-
erty or property ownership that are not sub-
ject to the limitations of sections 11 and 11b,
Article XI of the Oregon Constitution, shall
contain, in addition to the matters required
by ORS 250.035, the following statement im-
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mediately after the ballot title question and
appearing with it, in this manner:

Question: (herein the question is stated)
If the bonds are approved, they will be pay-
able from taxes on property or property
ownership that are not subject to the limits
of sections 11 and 11b, Article XI of the Or-
egon Constitution.

(2) The words of the statement required
by subsection (1) of this section shall not be
counted for purposes of ORS 250.035.

(3) The ballot title statement for any
measure requesting elector approval of
bonds, the principal and interest on which is
to be payable from taxes imposed on property
or property ownership that are not subject
to the limitations of sections 11 and 11b, Ar-
ticle XI of the Oregon Constitution, shall
contain, in addition to the other require-
ments of ORS 250.035 and this section, a
reasonably detailed, simple and understand-
able description of the use of proceeds.

(4) If the election for a measure to which
this section applies is to be conducted by
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mail, the front of the outer envelope in
which the ballot title is mailed shall state,
clearly and boldly printed in red, “CON-
TAINS VOTE ON PROPOSED TAX IN-
CREASE.” [1991 c.902 §119; 1997 c.541 §313]

250.038 Form of ballot title for meas-
ure authorizing imposition of local option
taxes or establishing permanent rate
limitation; elections by mail. In addition
to meeting other applicable requirements of
this chapter:

(1) The ballot title for a measure author-
izing the imposition of local option taxes
shall contain the statement required by ORS
280.070 (4)(a) and the information required
by ORS 280.070 (5);

(2) The ballot title for a measure author-
izing the establishment of a permanent rate
limitation shall contain the information re-
quired by ORS 280.070 (6); and

(3) If the election on a measure authoriz-
ing the imposition of local option taxes or
the establishment of a permanent rate limi-
tation is to be conducted by mail, the front
of the outer envelope in which the ballot ti-
tle is mailed shall state, clearly and boldly
printed in red, “CONTAINS VOTE ON
PROPOSED TAX INCREASE.” [1999 c.632 §25]





