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New Phytophthora training 
An important new tool is available to help you protect your nursery from phytophthora diseases, including sudden 

oak death. Phytophthoras have emerged as a major concern for anyone growing nursery stock. An online training 

course is now available to help nurseries protect themselves from these diseases. Just as eating right, getting enough 

sleep, and washing your hands lowers your risk of catching a cold, there are many things a nursery can do to lessen 

the risk of infection by phytophthora diseases. Many of them are not difficult or expensive and the course is free!

This new course is available at: http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/dce/phytophthora. It offers a convenient way for 
anyone to learn about the biology and management of Phytophthoras. The course consists of three modules: biology 
and symptoms, disease management, and Phytophthora ramorum. The online course is free to anyone; there is also 
the option of paying $100 to take an online test through OSU Extended Campus. Anyone receiving a score of 90 
percent or better (you are allowed five attempts) will receive a Certificate of Mastery on Phytophthora. A Spanish 
version of the course and the test will be available soon. Pesticide re-certification credits are pending and will be 
awarded retroactively to anyone passing the test.

I’m not a nursery expert or a plant pathologist and I took the course and passed the test with a 49 out of 50. 
If I can do it, you can too. It took me about three hours. I certainly learned a lot and I’m proud of the certificate 
displayed behind my desk! There was a lot of information, pictures, videos, and animation. I was very impressed. 
The developers, Drs. Jennifer Parke, Nik Grunwald, Jay Pscheidt (OSU), and Mr. Jan Hedberg (ODA), put a 
tremendous amount of effort into course development.

Check it out, you’ll be glad you did!

—Dan Hilburn, Administrator, Plant Division 


