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START 

Place approximately an egg size volume of soil in your palm. Add water 
dropwise and knead the soil to break down all aggregates. Soil is at the 
proper consistency when plastic and moldable, like moist putty. NOTE: this 
method will not work if soil is not moistened to proper consistency. 

Is the soil drained and 
mapped as an organic 
soil? 
 
Or is the soil saturated 
or nearly saturated 
and high in organic 
matter?  
 

Does soil remain in a 
ball when squeezed? Is soil too dry?

Place ball of soil between the thumb and forefinger gently pushing 
the soil with the thumb, squeezing it upward into a ribbon. Form a 
ribbon of uniform thickness and width. Allow the ribbon to emerge 
and extend over the forefinger, breaking from its own weight. 

Does soil form a ribbon? 

Is soil too wet? 

Add dry soil to soak up water 
or let soil dry to proper 
moisture. 

Does soil make a weak 
ribbon less than 1” long 
before breaking? 

Does soil make a medium 
or strong ribbon 1” or 
longer before breaking? 

SAND 

LOAMY 
SAND 

NO NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

 
   CLAYEY CATEGORY FOR ORWAP 

 
 LOAMY CATEGORY FOR ORWAP

COARSE CATEGORY  
FOR ORWAP

NO 

 
ORGANICDrained mapped organic soils  
CATEGORY 
FOR 
ORWAP 

YES 

YES 

NO 

    NO 

YES YES 

**Gently rub wet soil between forefinger 
and thumb. After the second rub, does the 
soil feel greasy? 

Saturated 

NO 

**This method may be inconclusive with 
loamy or clayey textured soils. 
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