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Calling All Campers -- It's Time for Summer Fun!        
   

             
 
 

Camp Starlight: August 30 - September 4, 2009 
 
  

Camp Starlight is a free one week camp for children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.   
Sixty-five Campers between the ages of 5 and 14 years old get to swim, play and make new 
friends in a supportive environment free from many of the stresses associated with living in a 
family impacted by HIV.  A staff of dedicated social workers and a medical team experienced 
with HIV are on hand to make sure Camp is a safe, fun, and enriching experience.  A team of 
dedicated volunteers provide campers with one-on-one support from a caring adult.  Please 
contact Angie, the camp coordinator, for an application or more information. 503-223-5907 ext 
209.  
 
                   T.R.E.C.: Teens. Recreation. Education. Community. 
     July 10 - 12, 2009 
  
 
Teens. Recreation. Education. Community (T.R.E.C) is a new teen camp that is one of our  
opportunities for HIV impacted youth 15-18 years old.  T.R.E.C. has been especially designed 
to meet the needs of HIV impacted teens as they transition into adulthood. Education and life 
skills programming are combined with recreation and community building to create a youth  
development program to support the unique needs of our teens.  Contact Vanessa at 503-223-
5907 ext 232 for more information. 
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   This column is provided as a public service by Attorney Sarah  Patterson (www.sarahpattersonlaw.com), 
   by e-mail:  sarah@sarahpattersonlaw.com, (503) 281-4766. Sarah is a lawyer in private practice 
   representing claimants with HIV, and is not associated with the Social Security  Administration. 

 
Changes in Attorney's Fees in SSI Cases August 2005 

 
Attorneys' fees in Social Security and SSI disability cases are paid under a rule set by Congress as part of 
the Social Security Act.    This law allows attorneys to charge 25% of the back benefit achieved for the 
client, up to a maximum of $5300. Other charges may be involved for appeals. 
 
Most importantly, these are what is known as "contingent" fees.  This means that nothing is charged unless 
and until a claim is won.  SSI and Social Security fees are withheld by the agency and taken out of the back 
benefit paid to a successful claimant. After approval by the agency, the fee is sent directly to the attorney.  
 
There was a change in the law that went into effect in March 2005. Previously SSI fees were not withheld, 
and the claimant was responsible for paying this fee directly. As a part of a five-year pilot program, SSI 
fees are now also being withheld and paid directly to the attorney.  
 
Delays may arise when a claimant is paid a combination of SSI and Social Security benefits, a very 
common occurrence. Part of the fee may come from each, but in most cases, the total fee will not be more 
than 25% of the back due benefits.   
 
In this time of transition to the new system of withholding in each program, some confusion and delay has 
occurred. Experience tells us that the kinks will be quickly worked out and back benefit payments will be 
paid in a timely manner. 
 
Skilled representation can be particularly important in determining the amount of back benefits due to a 
claimant. The claimant may have had previous applications which were not appealed in a timely manner. 
Sometimes we can re-open these past applications and gain many more months or years of back payments 
for a client.  

The client has little to lose by consulting an attorney. It is a false economy to avoid legal help because     
clients believe they "can't afford a lawyer." We never charge a fee for an initial consultation on a Social   
Security/SSI disability case. 

 

Panics Pharmaceuticals announced this week that it's experimental maturation inhibitor, 
PA-457, was able to lower HIV viral load by an average of 90% (using the highest dose tested). 
 
Maturation Inhibitors are a promising new class of anti-HIV drugs. Virus maturation is the process that oc-
curs during the last stages of HIV reproduction, after the virus has been released from the infected cell. It 
involves the processing of viral proteins and is required for the virus to become infectious. By blocking, or 
inhibiting, the virus maturation process, new virus cannot go on to infect other cells in the body. 
 
We've updated our drug summary page on PA-457, which describes the results of the latest clinical trial: 
 
PA-457: A Complete Summary 
http://www.uptilt.com/ct.html?s=4xx,es0k,3ro,cem6,6ldg,i9q6,87vs    
 
From AIDSmed.com 08/24/05 

  
Sarah and Debby’s column are taking a very well deserved 

vacation this month 
 

  
HIV Travel Ban to Be Lifted– June 26,2009 

By Kerry Eleveld 
 

 
 

       NEW MEDIA CAMPAIGNED LAUNCHED  
Greater Than AIDSSM is a national movement to mobilize Black Americans in response to AIDS          
and promote specific calls-to-action to prevent and reduce the further spread of HIV.  
 
 Go to http://www.greaterthan.org/ to learn more about the campaign and how this can be used in 
your work with those living with HIV/AIDS and those at risk.  The campaign stresses six specific ac-
tions: being informed; using condoms; getting tested--and treated, as needed; speaking openly; act-
ing with respect; and getting involved.  

The first step to ending the HIV travel ban in the United States has been taken by the Obama   
administration. The Office of Management and Budget posted a notice on its site Friday afternoon 
indicating that the department of Health and Human Services could move forward with steps to 
change a regulation that has restricted HIV-positive people from gaining entrance into the United 
States. 
 

The proposed change will likely have an impact on both travel and immigration to the United 
States. Under current regulations, non-U.S. citizens who are HIV-positive cannot travel to the 
United States unless they are granted a waiver by the Department of Homeland Security.           
Immigrants have also been required to be tested for HIV.  The actual regulatory change,       
however, will not be available until next week, and advocates are waiting to analyze the exact 
language. 

“We won’t know all of the details until the HHS regulation is posted,” said Steve Ralls,           
communications director for Immigration Equality. “Congress’s intent was clear that this should be 
a clean lift of the ban -- our hope is that will be reflected in the HHS regulation.” 

Congress passed the policy change last summer and President George W. Bush signed it into law, 
but the Bush administration was unable to implement the shift before leaving office. The actual 
change, however, will likely not go into effect until sometime later this year. 

Once HHS publishes the new regulation in the federal register next week, a 45-day window will 
be opened for public comment, after which HHS may make adjustments to the proposal and send 
it back to OMB for budgetary approval. After OMB green-lights the final regulation, HHS will once 
again enter the change into the federal registry for another 30- or 60-day review period, at which 
point it will automatically go into effect. In theory, Congress could act to block the change during 
that time, but that seems highly unlikely in this case.  All of which pushes the change into mid fall 
at the earliest.  “We’re hoping it will take effect by the end of the year!” said Ralls.  So turn the 
wheels of government. 

http://www.advocate.com/news_detail_ektid93814.asp  
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This newsletter is published by OHSU/ Partnership Project. 
Our  thanks to Kim Lewis for her patient proofreading, Myrna Walking Eagle 
for maintaining the mailing list, Jan Johnston for assembling and mailing, 
Barbara Danel for website posting and to the Department of Human Services, 
Health Services for providing the printing and postage. The editor is Julia Lager-
Mesulam.  

 
Comments and questions about this publication should be directed to:  
Julia Lager-Mesulam at  lagermes@ohsu.edu, or call  (503) 230-1202,  FAX 
(503) 230-1213, 5525 SE Milwaukie Ave. Portland, OR 97202 
This issue, and issues from Feb 2002 on, can be found electronically 
at http://egov.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/hiv/services/news.shtml 

                 
   SAFEGUARDING YOUR INFORMATION SAFEGUARDS YOU 
    By Alan Edwards, Social Security Public Affairs 
 
At home, you can lock your doors.  When it comes to your car, you can activate the alarm system.  But what can you 
do to protect your identity?  Identity theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in America.  Someone illegally using your 
Social Security number and assuming your identity can be more trouble than a car thief or house burglar.   
Identity thieves can use your number and your good credit score to apply for more credit in your name.  Then, they use 
the credit cards and do not pay the bills.  You may not find out that someone is using your number until you are turned 
down for credit or you begin to get calls from creditors demanding payment for items you never bought. 
What better time than National Safety Month to educate yourself in protecting your personal information?   
Here are some quick tips: 
 Keep your Social Security card at home in a safe place, wherever you keep your important paperwork; 
 Safeguard your number as well — don’t give it to just anyone; many places you do business with may ask for it as 
    a means of identification even though they can use other identifying information; and 
 Shred before you toss — identity thieves can rummage through your trash or recycling material and find a goldmine 

of information, so be sure to destroy any identifying information before you throw it out. 
While we’re talking about safety, here’s another great tip:  if you receive a benefit from Social Security, get direct   
deposit.  With direct deposit, your payments are electronically sent right to your account and there’s no risk of a 
payment being lost in the mail or stolen from your mailbox.  At Social security, signing up is quick, easy, and 
secure.  Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/deposit to learn more.  Read our online fact sheet about identity theft at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10064.html.  If you believe someone may be using your number or identity, you should 
contact the Federal Trade Commission at www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft, or call 1-877-IDTHEFT (1-877-438-
4338) (TTY 1-866-653-4261.) 
 
Question:  
I currently receive Social Security disability benefits.  I now have a second serious disability.  Can my monthly benefit 
amount be increased? 
Answer:  
No, your payment will remain the same regardless of how many disabilities you have or how severe they are.          
Your Social Security disability benefit is based on the amount of your lifetime earnings before your disability began and 
the fact that you have a disability, or combination of impairments, that makes you unable to work.  Your actual payment 
amount is not based on the degree, type, or severity of your disability or how many disabling conditions you have.  For 
more information about Social Security disability benefits, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/dibplan. 

Question:  
Is there a time limit on how long I can continue receiving Social Security disability benefits?  
Answer:  
No.  Your disability benefits will continue as long as your medical condition has not improved and you cannot 
work.  Your case will be reviewed at regular intervals to make sure you still have a disability that makes you unable to 
work.  If you are still receiving disability benefits when you reach full retirement age, we will automatically convert them 
to retirement benefits.  For all your disability questions, read our online publication, What You Need To Know When 
You Get Social Security Disability Benefits, at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10153.html. 
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This newsletter is published by  
OHSU/ Partnership Project.  

 
Our thanks to Kim Lewis and Myrna Walking 
Eagle for their patient  proofreading , Barbara Danel for 
website posting and Annick Benson for distribution of the 
newsletter. 

The editor is Julia Lager-Mesulam.  

 

Comments/questions about this publication should be 
directed to:  

Julia Lager-Mesulam at  lagermes@ohsu.edu,  
or call  (503) 230-1202,   FAX (503) 230-1213, 
5525 SE Milwaukie Ave. Portland, OR 97202 

 
This issue, and issues from Feb 2002 on, can be found        

electronically at http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/hiv/
services/news.shtml  


