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The EMS Unit Citation recognizes acts of 
organizations, units, or specially constituted teams 
in providing emergency prehospital care or EMS 
system support activities under extreme 
circumstances. 

 
 
Winston Dillard Fire District 
Douglas County Fire District #2 
Wilt’s Emergency Services and Transport    
 
Challenging calls are what keep EMS interesting.  On January 12, 2002, Winston 
Dillard Fire District (WDFD) along with Douglas County Fire District #2 (DCFD2) 
and Wilt=s Emergency Services and Transport (WEST) were challenged in more than 
a variety of ways within a single incident.  Through teamwork and tenacity, together 
they overcame multiple barriers to achieve a positive clinical outcome. 
 
Receiving erroneous location information, WDFD found themselves 5 miles outside 
of their District, on an undeveloped logging road in very rugged mountain terrain.  
After hiking uphill another quarter mile in the rain and mud, they had to rappel down 
to reach the patient.  Their patient had driven off the road, sustained multi-system 
traumatic injuries and was acutely short of breath.  Intoxicated friends of the patient 
who had witnessed the accident further complicated the incident.  They were now 
fearful and agitated as they had delayed seeking help, knowing their friend was a 
wanted felon.  With the assistance of two DCFD2 responders, the patient was brought 
up 375 feet to the roadway and carried the quarter mile back to WEST=s ambulance.  
Prehospital intervention included RSI intubation. 
 
WDFD, DCFD2, and WEST worked together to affect this rescue of a critically 
injured patient in a hostile environment, in an inaccessible area, with limited resources 
(6 personnel), in bad weather and in the dark.  For their performance and 
professionalism in a less than ideal situation, these three agencies are recognized with 
the Unit Citation award. 
 
Thank you all for your individual and collective acts of heroism and dedication to the 
provision of EMS in Oregon.  




