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The EMS Unit Citation recognizes acts of
organizations, units, or specially constituted teams
In providing emergency prehospital care or EMS
system support activities under extreme
circumstances.

Jackson County FireDistrict #3
Jackson County Fire District #4,
Jackson County Search and Rescue
Jackson County Sheriffs Department
Mercy Flights, Inc.

Medford Fire Department

Just before 7:00 p.m. on May 27, 2000 as dark started to fall, nine college students
from an overturned raft dressed in t-shirts and shorts were stranded on a coffee table
sized rock. The rock is located in the Rogue River 30 feet above Powerhouse Rapid.
They were surrounded by white water and just below was a series of 10-15 foot

waterfalls. The students were cold, wet, nearing hypothermia and on the edge of
panic.

Attemptsto get aboat or raft to them from any direction had been unsuccessful.

Rescuers knew that a pendulum across the current above the falls was the most likely
rescue route. |If amistake is made, a cold, tired, scared victim and rescuer may end up
in the water above the falls.

This operation took almost four and a half hours to complete, ending at 10:36 p.m.,
long past sundown. A total of 54 personnel from six different agencies were involved
on scene. All the trapped students were rescued. No victims or rescuers were injured
in the operation.






