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Benchmark Endnotes: The 2005 County Data Book

4.    Net job growth 
Explanation: Oregon Benchmark 4 measures change in average employment between the listed year and the year prior.  County Level Data: The County Data Book provides net job growth/loss per 1,000 population; population figures provided by Portland State University’s Center for Population Research. Target: Target  set by Oregon Progress Board. Data Source: Covered Employment and Payrolls, Oregon Employment Department. 
5.    Oregon’s concentration in professional services relative to the U.S. concentration in professional services  (U.S.=100%)
Explanation:  The professional services industry includes investment advice, advertising agencies, engineering services, architectural services, accounting services, management consulting services, and legal services. This group traditionally provides services to the business community. The benchmark is a location quotient expressed as a percentage. It identifies Oregon's proportion of covered employment (covered by unemployment insurance) in professional services relative to the national proportion. A percentage of less than 100 percent indicates that we probably import services.  The data used for this benchmark changed from eight two-digit to eight four-digit SIC codes.  Beginning with  2001 data, NAICS codes replace SIC codes.  Target:  Targets were set by the Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Data are published covered employment estimates from the Oregon Employment Department and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.  
11.  Per capita personal income as a percent of the U.S. per capita income (U.S.=100%)  a. metro b. non-metro
Explanation: Per capita personal income is total personal income divided by the total population for the United States and Oregon.  County Level Data: Urban and rural calculations differ from the metro and non-metro calculations measured by the Oregon Benchmark.  The calculations in this publication reflect percentages of U.S. population overall. By contrast, the Oregon Benchmark measures metro percent of metro U.S. and non-metro percent of non-metro U.S. Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Oregon Employment Department.
12.  Average annual payroll per covered worker (all industries, 2004 dollars) 
Explanation: This measures total payroll for all industries divided by annual average employment in all industries, inflation adjusted.  It is a gauge of the level of and change in incomes per worker.  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Covered Employment and Payrolls, Oregon Employment Department. Figures are converted to 2004 dollars using the U.S. Implicit Price Deflator for Personal Consumption Expenditures.
15.  Oregon unemployment rate as a percent of U.S. unemployment  
Explanation: This is a measure of Oregon’s unemployment rate divided by the U.S. unemployment rate.  It measures the Oregon civilian labor force unemployment rate for persons 16 years and older compared with the nation’s unemployment rate.  Target: Targets set by the Oregon Progress Board with consultation from the Oregon Employment Department.  Data Source: Oregon Employment Department.

18.  Percent of children entering school ready to learn
Explanation:  This benchmark uses data from kindergarten teachers completion of the Oregon Kindergarten Readiness Survey.  Teachers assessed students’ ability to meet six developmental dimensions gauged to determine young children's readiness for school. Data indicate the percentage of kindergartners meeting all six dimensions. Target: Target set by the Oregon Department of Education.  Data Source: Kindergarten Surveys, Oregon Department of Education.
19.  Percent of third graders who achieve basic established skill levels:  a. reading b. math
Explanation:  These indicators measure the skills of Oregon students in reading and math as they proceed through school.  They will be adjusted to reflect changes in assessment and definitions of educational attainment under the Oregon Education Act for the 21st Century, including Certificates of Initial and Advanced Mastery, as they are implemented. Data indicate the percentage of students meeting or exceeding established skill levels. The denominator for the percent of students meeting standards in 2004 includes all students, as required by the No Child Left Behind Act. Target: Target set by Oregon Department of Education.  Data Source:  Oregon Department of Education, Oregon Statewide Assessment. 
20.  Percent of eighth graders who achieve basic established skill levels in third and eighth grades: a. reading b. math
Explanation:  These indicators measure the skills of Oregon students in reading and math as they proceed through school.  They will be adjusted to reflect changes in assessment and definitions of educational attainment under the Oregon Education Act for the 21st Century, including Certificates of Initial and Advanced Mastery, as they are implemented. Data indicate the percentage of students meeting or exceeding established skill levels.  The denominator for the percent of students meeting standards in 2004 includes all students, as required by the No Child Left Behind Act. Target:  Target set by Oregon Department of Education.  Data Source:  Oregon Department of Education, Oregon Statewide Assessment.
22.  High school drop out rate 
Explanation: In previous years, those high school students receiving a GED were counted as drop outs.  In 1997, these students were excluded from dropout counts. This rate measures the percentage of students each year who leave the public K-12 school system from grades 9-12 before receiving a high school diploma or GED. This is calculated according to the procedures prescribed in ORS 339.505 to 339.520. Those who achieve high school equivalency certification in other ways are documented by another benchmark, which measures the completion rate in the population of all Oregonians at least 25 years old.  Targets: Targets set by the Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Oregon Department of Education, Early Leaver Fall Report. 
23. & 26. Percent of Oregon adults (age 25 and older) who have completed:

23.
A high school or an equivalent program 

26. College degree:  a. college  b. advanced

Explanation: Both benchmarks are measured for the population of Oregonians at least 25 years old. The high school completion, some college and baccalaureate measures are nested; each is a prerequisite for the next level of education. High school attainment includes GED and equivalent programs. The professional technical associate degree benchmark measures educational attainment in occupation specific programs. Target: Targets set by Oregon Progress Board. Data Source:  Data come from the Oregon Population Survey, a random sample telephone survey of Oregon households conducted in even-numbered years. Margins of error are less than 1% for #23, 24 and 26. County Level Data Source: Because the Oregon Population Survey, which provides data for this benchmark, is reliable at the state and regional levels only, decennial census data is used for the County Data Book.
31.  Oregon’s voter turnout for presidential elections a: percent of voting age population.  

Explanation: This measures voter turnout in presidential elections every four years as compared to other states in the U.S. as measured by the percent of voting age population, which may include some (such as felons) who are not eligible to vote.  County Level Data: This publication reports on the percentage of registered voters participating in biennial general elections, by county. Target:  Targets set by the Oregon Progress Board. Data Source: Data are provided by the Oregon Secretary of State's Office, Elections Division. 
39. Pregnancy rate per 1,000 females:  ages 15-17
Explanation:  The sum of resident live births and induced abortions among females ages 15-17 divided by the estimated population of females ages 15-17. The rate does not include spontaneous abortions and fetal deaths.  The pregnancy rate includes live births to Oregon residents and abortions for Oregon residents regardless of where the abortion was performed. Out-of-state abortions for Oregon residents may be under-reported because some states where Oregon residents go to have abortions do not report the patient’s state of residence.  Target: Targets are based upon a log trend reflecting the past decade of solid declines and best represents the tapering of rates we now see.  Data Sources:  Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster, Center for Health Statistics, Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report. Population Estimates for Oregon, published annually by the Center for Population Research and Census, School of Urban and Public Affairs, Portland State University.
40.  Percent of babies whose mothers received prenatal care beginning in the first trimester 
Explanation:  The number of resident live births to women who have prenatal care visits beginning in the first trimester divided by the total number of resident live births.  Target: Targets set by the Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster.  Targets are set to reflect the importance of this issue.  Data Source:  Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster, Center for Health Statistics, Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report.  
41.  Infant mortality rate per 1,000 
Explanation:  The number of infants (<365 days old) who die in a given year divided by the number of resident live births during the same calendar year.  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source:  Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster, Center for Health Statistics, Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report. 
43.  Number of new diagnoses of HIV infection among Oregonians age 13 and older 
Explanation:  The number of persons diagnosed with a symptomatic HIV disease.  On July 1, 2001, mandatory HIV case reporting was implemented in Oregon.  Data up to this point in time have been based on voluntary reporting and, therefore, were not complete. The 2002 numbers are based on our HIV/AIDS cases reported that indicated HIV diagnosis during that year.  For 2001 and all years prior, those were from HIV testing data, not reported cases.  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board. Data Source:  Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster, Office of Disease Prevention and Epidemiology, Oregon HIV/AIDS Annual Report.  
45.  Premature Death:  Years of life lost before age 70 (rate per 1,000)
Explanation:  Years of potential life lost (YPLL) quantifies premature mortality occurring in younger age groups by measuring the number of years between age at death and age 70.  For example, a death at age 21 results in 49 years of “life lost.” This composite figure first calculates the age-specific YPLL for each of seven age groupings 0‑4, 5‑14, 15‑24, 25‑34, 35‑44, 45‑54, 55‑64, and 65‑69 by taking the midpoint for each age group, subtracting from 70, and multiplying by the number of deaths in each age group.  The resulting number for each age group is then divided by the age‑specific population and standardized (weighted) to an age‑homogeneous hypothetical population of 1,000 people per every 10‑year age group.  Standardizing permits valid comparisons over time.  The weighted numbers are summed across ages, then divided by seven (seven 10‑year age groups).  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Sources:   Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster, Center for Health Statistics, Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report. Population Estimates for Oregon, published annually by the Center for Population Research and Census, School of Urban and Public Affairs, Portland State University.  
48.  Number of child care slots available for every 100 children under age 13
Explanation: This benchmark measures the availability of child care in Oregon.  "Child care slots" represent the number of children which regulated and legally exempt child care providers in Oregon have the capacity to serve. Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Child Care Research Partnership and Oregon Employment Department, Child Care Division.

49.  Percent of 8th grade students who report using:
a.  Alcohol in the previous month
b.  Illicit drugs in the previous month
c.  Cigarettes in the previous month
Explanation:  This measures the percent of eighth grade students who report they have used alcohol, illicit drugs or cigarettes in the past month.  The estimates of alcohol, illicit drugs and cigarette use are available at the state and county level for the eighth and eleventh grade students.  Targets:  2010 target set using Aggressive-Negative method.  Data Source: 1990-2000: This information is collected in the Oregon Public Schools Drug Use Survey, conducted in even numbered years for the Office of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Programs. Alcohol Use Margin of error  +/- 1.42%.  Drug Use Margin of error  +/- 1.09%.  Cigarette Use Margin of error  +/- 1.07%.  2001 and forward: Oregon Healthy Teens Survey, reported  by the Oregon Office of Mental Health and Addiction Services and the Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster, Center for Health Statistics.  This statewide survey incorporates questions and design from both YRBS  and Oregon Public School Drug Use Survey.  Data after 2001 may not be directly comparable to earlier data due to changes in questionnaire and design. Please note the Illicit Drug Measure in 2004 did not include 30-day use of LSD or other Hallucinogens in the choices of illicit drugs so may not be directly comparable to prior year's reports. 
50a.  Substantiated number of child abuse or neglect vicitims per 1,000 under 18:
Explanation:  This reflects the number of children who are substantiated as being abused and/or neglected, per 1000 children under 18 years old. Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source:  Oregon Department of Human Services, CAF Program Performance and Reporting Research Unit. Note: To bring Oregon into alignment with how child abuse data are reported by most other states and the federal government, DHS now reports data captured within the federal fiscal year, Oct. 1, 2002 to Sept. 30, 2003, rather than the calendar year, as it had done in the past (before 2004). 
52.  Percent of pregnant women who abstain from using:  a. alcohol  b. tobacco 
Explanation:  Oregon Benchmark 52 measures the number of pregnant women who report that they do not use alcohol or tobacco during pregnancy divided by the total number of respondents.  County Level Data: This publication reports the inverse: number of pregnant women who report using a. alcohol, or b. tobacco. Target: Targets set by the Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source:  Oregon Department of Human Services, Health Services Cluster, Center for Health Statistics, Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report.
53.  Percent of Oregonians with incomes below 100% of the Federal poverty level.  
Explanation: This is a measure of the percentage of the population that is below the Federal poverty level. The U.S. Census Bureau determines poverty status of all people except those in institutions, military group quarters, college dormitories, and unrelated individuals under 15 years old. These groups were excluded from the numerator and denominator when calculating poverty rates. They are considered neither "poor" nor "non-poor."   Target:  Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Current Population Survey (from U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and U.S. Census Bureau) estimates for each county are given for each year except for 1989 and 1999. Data for these two years are taken from the 1990 and 2000 Census, respectively.
58.  Percent of seniors (over 75)  living independently outside of nursing facilities.
Explanation: This measure estimates the percentage of Oregonians ages 75 and older that are living independently outside of  nursing facilities on any given day. Seniors in any community-based facility are considered to be living independently. Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board. Data Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Senior and Disabled Services Division.
61.  Overall reported crime per 1,000 Oregonians:  a. person crimes  b. property crimes  c. behavior crimes
Explanation: This is a measure of overall reported crimes (offenses) reported to law enforcement agencies in Oregon during a calendar year per 1,000 Oregon population.  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Oregon Department of State Police, Uniform Crime Reporting Program. Population estimates are provided either by official census or estimates by Portland State University, Population Research Center.  
62.  Juvenile arrests per 1,000 juvenile Oregonians per year:  a. person crimes  b. property crimes
Explanation:  These are measures of juvenile criminal arrests reported by law enforcement agencies in Oregon during a calendar year per 1,000 Oregon juvenile population. Reported offenses by juveniles are not possible since victims rarely know the age of the perpetrator. Juveniles are considered to be any individual less than eighteen years old at the time of the arrest. Any court data used in conjunction with this measure will reflect a somewhat different pattern since age at the time of the commission of the offense is the determining factor for placement in the juvenile category.  State variations in juvenile arrest rates may reflect differences in juvenile law-abiding behavior, police behavior and/or community standards. Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Oregon Department of State Police, Uniform Crime Reporting Program. Population estimates are provided either by official census or estimates by Portland State University, Population Research Center. 

73.  Percent of households that are owner occupied
Explanation: This measures the percentage of Oregonians that report owning their own home, either with a mortgage or free and clear.  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: 1980 Census of Population and Housing. Data for 1990-2000 is collected through the Oregon Population Survey, a random sample telephone survey of Oregon households conducted in even numbered years.  Estimated Margin of error is about 1%.  County Level Data Source: 1980 Census of Population and Housing.  The 1990 and 2000 data points are from the U.S. Census Bureau reports.
74. Percent of Oregon households below median income spending more than 30% of their income on housing (including utilities):  a. renters  b. owners.
Explanation: A cost burdened household is any that meets the benchmark criteria.  A housing affordability rule of thumb says the proportion of a household's income spent on rent or mortgage payments and other housing expenses should be less than 30 percent.  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Oregon Housing and Community Services Department. The 1990 and 2000 data points are from the U.S. Census Bureau reports. Data for non-census years is collected through the Oregon Population Survey, a random sample telephone survey of Oregon households conducted in even numbered years. Margins of error are about 2%.  County Level Data Source: 1980 Census of Population and Housing.  The 1990 and 2000 data points are from the U.S. Census Bureau reports.
83.  Pounds of municipal solid waste landfilled or incinerated per capita 
Explanation: This benchmark measures the extent to which Oregon reduces municipal solid waste disposed, through recycling, composting, waste prevention, or other means.  Target: Target set by Oregon Progress Board.  Data Source: Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Land Quality Division.  Data is collected by “wastesheds,” which are generally the same as counties except: a) Clackamas, Multnomah, and Washington counties make up the Metro wasteshed; b) The Milton-Freewater and Umatilla wastesheds combine to make Umatilla County; and c) when the boundaries of small cities cross county lines, the entire city is placed in the wasteshed for the county that has more of the city’s population (this occurs in Benton, Linn, Marion, Polk and Yamhill counties).  The exception to this is Salem, which separates its data for Marion and Polk counties.  
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