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March 2001 
 
 
 
 
Dear Legislator: 
 
We are pleased to present the Oregon Progress Board's report to the 2001 Legislative As-
sembly - Achieving the Oregon Shines Vision:  The 2001 Benchmark Performance Report.   
 
The Progress Board, which was created by the legislature in 1989, is charged with keeping 
Oregonians focused on the future by developing and implementing a state strategic plan.  
Called Oregon Shines, the plan has three major goals: 1) quality jobs for all Oregonians; 2) 
safe, caring and engaged communities; and 3) healthy, sustainable surroundings.    
 
Many states have strategic plans.  What makes Oregon unique is our benchmarks.  By track-
ing and reporting on a set of measurable indicators of economic, social and environmental 
health, the legislature and citizens of Oregon see just how Oregon is doing in achieving the 
goals set out in the plan.   
 
This report does more than simply provide a desirable vision for Oregon.  It analyzes the 
trends and provides other valuable information on how to achieve the goals we've set for 
ourselves.  Achieving the Oregon Shines Vision is loaded with facts and figures that will in-
crease your understanding of the issues facing Oregon today. 
 
Not all of the news is good.  Oregon has set its sights high by establishing goals that require 
concerted action on the part of all citizens, not just state government.  If we are to be pre-
pared for the changes that lie ahead, we must continue to challenge ourselves to do better.  
 
We hope that you'll enjoy reading this report and will use it in your deliberations as you 
chart Oregon's course into the future. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
John A. Kitzhaber, M.D.            Gene Derfler                          Mark Simmons 
Governor                                       President of the Senate            Speaker of the House 
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