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	File Minutes:
	Speaker:
	Comments:
	

	0:00
	Chair 

Doris

Johnson
	Starts session.  Explains how the meeting will be conducted and the rules which govern the proceedings.  She reads through the names of people who have submitted written testimony by email to the Commission (EXHIBIT A). 

Susan Wilson adds they will continue to accept written testimony until 5pm today.  

Johnson then calls Janice Thompson to give her testimony.   

	

	3:05
	Janice Thompson
	Introduces self. She works for the non-profit, Democracy Reform Oregon, located in Portland.  She wants to speak in support of the recommendations, particularly those for the Judiciary.  She wishes the recommended salary for Legislators was higher.  She realizes that Legislative salaries are a hot potato in a way that is harmful to the political process.  She comments Legislative salaries are low even by non-profit standards.  She speaks of the pressures put on people who run for the State Legislature.  To her all the recommendations make sense.  She comments that higher Legislative salaries would help.  Overall she applauds the work the Commission has done and people who go into public service should not have to sign up for economic hardship. 
	

	7:51
	Barbara
Fredericks
	Explains she is familiar with Thompson and her work on campaign finance reform.  Fredericks asks for Thompson’s observations on the issue of Legislative salaries.  In Oregon the salary is so low that often Legislators rely on campaign funds to support their Legislative work.
  
	

	8:53
	Thompson
	Explains there are many different policy arenas.  Speaks about the per diem, office expenses and ethics laws.  She speaks about the ethics legislation, explaining that campaign funds can’t be used for fines from the Ethics Commission or for legal fees related to that Commission.  She explains that compared to other states Oregon already has strong laws related to the personal use of campaign funds.  She comments that the use of campaign funds for official business can be problematic.  She doesn’t send staff somewhere unless she can cover the cost.  She would never ask someone to travel but tell them they had to take it out of their own pocket.  Thompson suggests an evaluation of per diem and something to make things fairer for rural Legislators.  Increasing pay would put less pressure on Legislators as they try to cover expenses.  
  
	

	15:56
	Chair 

Johnson
	Calls up Chris Young to give his testimony.
	

	
	Chris Young
	Explains he does not have 20 written copies of his testimony.  Introduces self and explains he has questions.  Asks a question about the FAQs which have been printed out and made available to the public (EXHIBIT B).  He notes it lists the current salaries but not the proposed salaries. He also has a question in regards to the comparator states the Commission used which appeared in the Statesman’s Journal. 


	

	17:02
	Susan 
Wilson 
	Explains a list of the comparable states will appear in the final report.

	

	17:16
	Young
	Questions if the Commission will be taking the current economic situation into consideration.


	

	17:50
	Chair

Johnson
	Explains the recommendations are still tentative, the Commission is still making considerations.  By law they have to consider economic conditions.  

  
	

	18:05
	Young 
	Asks if there will be another public hearing.  
	

	18:10 
	Chair

Johnson 
	Explains at this point there are no plans to hold another public meeting.  

She then calls Wayne Antone to give his testimony to the Commission.  


	

	18:41
	Wayne 

Antone
	Explains he is there to complain, he can not agree with the Commission on one item.  
Johnson asks him if he is with an organization. 

Antone answers he is a citizen who pays taxes in the county.  He comments there is a 6.5% national average for unemployment and the nation is going broke.  You want big raises, why?  Tells the Commission they get paid in one month more than the people make in a year.  He calls the elected officials failures and if they were put out in the real word they would be fired.  Comments when the wicked start ruling the people will mourn.  He comments the Commission should ask for forgiveness for what they are doing to the people of this state.

	

	20:16
	Verne

Duncan 
	Addresses comment to the Chair.  Asks if it could be explained that no one on the Commission gets the raises.  

	

	20:26
	Susan 

Antone
	From the audience yells that they represent the people that are getting the raises.  
	

	20:45
	Chair

Johnson 
	Asks if Antone would like to give her testimony to the Commission.  Asks what her name is.  


	

	29:48
	Susan 

Antone
	Introduces self.  Explains she has seen things in this state that make her want to cry.  She complains about illegal aliens getting vouchers for houses and health care.  The government is giving the state away and the tax payers are shouldering the burden.  She comments that the elected officials should not be given raises, “we don’t get them”.   “We pay the bills here, what don’t you people understand?”  She asks for an answer.  


	

	21:50
	Chair

Johnson
	Explains the Commission is present to listen to public comment not to have a dialogue.


	

	21:57
	Susan 

Antone
	Asks why.  Accuses the Commission of having private meetings.  Asks if the Legislature gets to vote on it.

	

	22:04
	Chair 

Johnson 
	Explains all the Commission meetings have been public. 


	

	22:06
	Susan 

Antone
	Comments she has not heard about the other meetings on the news.  She asks if the Legislature will get to vote on the recommendations.  
	

	
	Chair

Johnson
	Answers the Legislature will vote on the recommendations.  


	

	22:42
	Saathoff
	Suggests Johnson explain the authority of the Commission and the process, what will happen with the recommendation, where it goes and what the Legislature will do with it. 

	

	22:53
	Chair

Johnson 
	Explains the Legislature has invested the Commission with the authority to make salary recommendations for the elected officials of all government branches.  She also explains the process for the recommendation.  The Legislature will vote on whether they will approve, amend or disregard the Commission’s recommendations.


	

	23:33
	Susan 

Antone
	Asks if the Commission is leaning towards recommending raises.  

	

	23:41
	Chair 

Johnson
	Answers their recommendations are for higher salaries.  Susan Antone comments that she is done.  Johnson calls up Tony Antone to give his testimony.


	

	23:51
	Tony 

Antone
	Introduces self.  Comments the economy has taken a dip.  Mentions the bank situation and the effect on the economy.  The people he knows are working more for less.  He explains permit fees are going up in the city of Eugene when he is taking less for the work he does.  Plumbers and Framers he knows are also getting paid less for their work.  He compares the Commission to the city of Eugene.  Comments that while he could say more that is all he wants to say.  He thanks the Commission for listening and ends by saying “God bless you all”.  

 
	

	26:01
	Chair 

Johnson 
	Thanks Tony Antone.  Asks if there is anyone else in the audience that wishes to testify.  


	

	26:31
	Virginia Dixon
	Introduces self.  Explains she is a home maker married to a federal worker.  She explains she knows federal government workers have a system of step increases and cost of living increases.  Explains her family budget is being eaten up by everyone else’s needs.  They are a middle class family.  Friends have lost their jobs because it is too expensive for businesses to stay in Eugene.  People are moving out of state because the taxes are two high.  The low income population is getting bigger. She questions if it is in Legislators’ best interest to vote for pay increases.  She suggests they be more conservative in the amount they are requesting   The amount they are requesting now is a slap in the public’s face.  She questions what kind of Christmas will we have this year?  Comments we can’t afford to be silent anymore.  If you do the raises to the level you are suggesting people will get sick of it.  

Explains how she moved from Georgia and has been disappointed with other issues in Oregon like measure 37 and the definition of “marriage”.   The raises being suggested are an insult to the people, especially since they are being asked to do without. 

	

	31:26
	Chair

Johnson
	Explains no one on the Commission will benefit from the raises.  The Commission does what they think is in the best interest of the public and the public officials.  


	

	31:57
	Virginia

Dixon
	Explains she is speaking collectively and asks whose best interests the Commission is taking to heart. Explains when she makes decisions she tries to think what the heavenly father would do.  What would be the righteous thing to do?  The measure of wickedness in a society is determined by what the government allows to happen.  


	

	33:02


	Chair 

Johnson
	Asks if there is anyone else in the audience who would like to speak. 


	

	33:08
	Wayne Antone
	Answers he wants to testify one more time.  Reads from an unknown source: 700 jobs lost in Oregon during the month of August.  Reads other unemployment information. Antone comments the Governor, who is getting a big raise says the economy is on the right track, how out of touch is that?  He questions what the Governor has done to deserve a raise. 


	

	34:38
	Chair

Johnson
	Explains again the Commission is only listening to testimony, they are not going to participate in a discussion.

	

	34:45
	Wayne

Antone 
	Asks when there will be a discussion. Explains he watches three different news stations and this is the first he’s heard about the public hearing.

	

	35:22
	Chair

Johnson
	Explains she can not account for the media.  She explains the Commission has been asked to look at the salaries for these positions.  It is the job, not the people in the job that they set salaries for based on the skills and abilities required.    
	

	35:41
	Wayne

Antone
	Comments none of the elected officials have any skills or abilities.

	

	35:51
	Chair

Johnson
	Again states they are looking at the skills and abilities of the positions.

	

	36:03
	Wayne

Antone 
	Asks when there will be an open form and why isn’t the public voting instead of the Legislature. When will the public get to vote?  The Legislature does not represent the people. 

	

	36:38
	Verne 

Duncan 
	Comments he thinks the press has covered the Commission’s work pretty well.  Talks about the different news paper articles he has seen.  


	

	37:25
	Wayne

Antone 
	Yells from the audience that the press may have done a good job but the people don’t read the newspaper because it is so biased.  

	

	37:40 
	Saathoff
	Address the Chair.  Explains there have been several public meetings in which people could have questioned the Commission.  The Commission’s recommendations will go to into the Governor’s budget and there will be ample time during the legislative process for the public to make itself heard.  There will clearly be time for more discussion before a vote is taken.
  
	

	35:43
	Chair

Johnson 
	Starts to say there is no one to testify when one member of the audience stands up.  Johnson waits for him to reach the podium and asks for his name and any affiliation he may have.

	

	38:56
	Bill 
Cox
	Introduces self.  Comments that the State Budget is in difficulties and roads and bridges are deteriorating.  He asks where the money is coming for that.  How can you cover that expense?  A 3% increase would be okay but 25%?  Asks if California jumps of the Frisco bridge will you do the same thing?  He comments it is not right to compare other states to Oregon.  There is no way to justify a 25% increase with the state of the economy.  He explains he has read through the report and there are lots of good reasons, but this is not the time to do it.  


	

	41:11
	Chair

Johnson 
	Comments if there is no one else who would like to speak the Commission will be on recess until someone appears to testify.  
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	0:00
	Chair

Johnson 
	Calls meeting back to order.  Explains they are going to come back from recess and officially adjourn the public hearing.  Asks for directions for the work group.  She wonders if the Commission would consider an implementation plan in phases for their recommendations.  Talks about different options they could do for the salary recommendations.  


	

	1:58
	Saathoff
	Recommends they offer suggestions but leave how the Legislature implements their recommendations open.   


	

	3:24
	Paul

Swadener 
	Explains he is thinking the same way as Saathoff.  Things could get worse with the economy before they meet again or better before the salaries go into effect.  


	

	4:16 
	Chair

Johnson
	Questions if the work group should work on different versions of the report. 


	

	4:37 
	John

Hemann
	Comments on the idea of different versions.  He believes they have done good work and they are comfortable with the numbers they are recommending.  To back away from those numbers now suggests they were not comfortable with them earlier.  They can add something to the report stating they are aware of the recent economic situation but they can’t forecast what will be the case come July, 2009.

	

	5:43
	Anna

Mehrer
	Comments there have not been raises for a long time for the elected officials.  Also, many members of the Commission will return the next time the Commission meets to build upon what they have done.  Much of what this Commission is dealing with is catch up. The Commission will not always be suggesting such an increase in salary.   

  
	

	6:26
	Jan

Dean
	Explains she wants to know what the personal services dollars are in the State Budget.  She would like to know if there is a salary pot set aside.  The 9 million dollars for the total recommendations is small compared to the 100 million dollar salary pot used to cover increases for union members.  9 million is a lot of money but can be put in context when the recommendations are compared to salary budgets for state employees.  Dean would like more information so they have other salary budget amounts to compare the recommendations to.  

	

	8:30
	Wilson
	Explains given what is happening with the economy there won’t be a decision about the salary pot until the day after the election.  


	

	9:24
	Duncan 
	Explains he met with a Legislator who did not seem to understand when the Commission would be turning in its final report.  

  
	

	9:54
	Wilson
	Explains some of the Legislators were unaware of the realities of what they had passed with the laws that created the Commission.  Some Legislators mistakenly believed the Commission was just making recommendations, not that those recommendations would be included in the Governor’s budget.


	

	10:44
	Chair

Johnson
	Asks after hearing public testimony does the Commission want to make changes to its recommendations?
  
	

	11:03
	Barbara

Fredericks
	Comments with the exception of the general state of the economy, there was no factual evidence given that would move her to change their recommendations.

The Commissioners voice their general agreement. 

 
	

	11:22
	Saathoff
	Comments they have long thought about external conditions.  This is a proposal not something that is final.  Economic conditions are just a point of time.  


	

	12:06
	Duncan 
	Comments in the Legislature the first item of business is to elect leadership and the second is to set salary.  That salary won’t go in effect till July 1st, 2009 though.

	

	12:47
	Saathoff
	Comments it is not an all or nothing proposition.  The Legislature can make the decisions of what they want to do with the Commission’s recommendations.  The recommendations for each group can be considered individually.   


	

	14:01
	Richard

Scherer
	Asks about Legislative per diem.  The Legislature will have monetary programs they will have to vote on.  If the Legislature deals with those issues in that way can they deal with the Commission’s recommendations the same way also? 
	

	14:55
	Wilson
	Explains there are different processes for dealing with budget items.  

There is discussion about the fact the recommendation really needs to be approved by the Legislature and they can deal with it any way they wish.  


	

	17:19
	Johnson
	Comments the work group needs to be given directions.  She explains the work group is Swadener, Fredericks, Saathoff, Wilson and herself.  

	

	17:41
	Wilson
	Comments if the Commissioners have notes let staff know and they will get them together for the work group.
  
	

	17:57
	Hemann
	Asks what the timeframe is.  
	

	18:08
	Johnson
	Explains on October 1st the work group will meet and attempt to get everything done in one day.  Maybe the Commission will meet on the 23rd of October but nothing is scheduled yet.  

Johnson wonders what the best way to conduct the last meeting is and what tasks they will have then.

	

	19:21
	Dean 
	Asks to have a draft of the report available before the last meeting and have the option of a conference call.

Maybe those in Salem can physically attend the meeting.

There is talk about the logistics of the last meeting.  

Wilson explains that even if there is a conference call there will be a room set up to have that call in. Swadener comments he plans to be physically present for the meeting.  Duncan comments that in light of the accusations of private meetings it is important to have an actual meeting for the final recommendations.  
Johnson confirms there will be a physical meeting. She asks what the Commission thinks of having a draft out of the final report by October 15th.  

	

	21:23
	Hemann 
	Answers he would like to see the draft before the 15th. 
Johnson asks if the 13th would work.  

Wilson answers “sure”.   


	

	22:36
	Johnson
	Explains they will try to get the report out by October 15th and the final version will be out before the last meeting.  The last meeting for the Commission will be on October the 30th.  There will be a physical meeting in Salem with the option of a conference call for the Commissioners.  
	

	24:34
	Duncan 
	Comments the Commission is cognizant of the economy.  


	

	25:15
	Chair

Johnson 
	Explains the Channel 8 news interviewed her.  They asked if there would be another public hearing.  No, but people can talk with their Legislators about the increased salaries.
  
	

	25:57
	Hemann 
	Asks if the official record for public testimony is closed.  
	

	26:09
	Chair

Johnson
	Explains the public has until 5pm to send in written testimony, after that there will be an end to public comment to the Commission.  The public is free to carry on a dialogue with their Legislators after that.  No final decision will be made today.  

There is then discussion about the press coverage of the Commission.  Wilson tells the Commissioners if they need advice, the Public Affairs Officer at the Department of Administrative Service is ready to offer help.  

	

	30:26
	Wilson 
	Explains at some point the final report will be posted on the Commission’s web site.  
Dean asks if the people who testified that day only knew of the Commission’s work through the media. 

Wilson explains a number of the newspaper articles refer people to the website where there are extensive minutes and much of the data the Commission considered.  


	

	31:56
	Chair

Johnson 
	Asks if there is anything else needing to be discussed.  Since there is nothing the meeting is adjourned.  
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