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Program Area Agencies
Natural Resources Benchmarks

Agriculture, State Department of

Columbia River Gorge Commission

Environmental Quality, Department of

Fish and Wildlife, State Department of

Forestry Department, State

Geology and Mineral Industries, State Department of

Land Conservation and Development, Department of

Land Use Board of Appeals

Marine Board, State

Parks and Recreation Department, State

State Lands, Division of

Water Resources Department

 

 

 

1995-97

Actuals
1997-99

Legislatively

Approved
1999-2001

Current Service Level
1999-2001

Governor’s

Recommended
General Fund
$101,318,977 

$149,659,871 

$156,888,033

$145,610,709

Lottery Funds
21,595,724 

8,354,326 

10,725,127 

94,911,080

Other Funds (excluding lottery)
361,335,058

458,132,751 

425,573,026

469,056,839

Other Funds (Nonlimited)
118,818,095

175,354,282 

182,267,380 

182,267,380

Federal Funds
103,972,012 

135,288,842

129,825,381

140,444,661

Total Funds
$707,039,866 

$926,790,072

$905,278,947

$1,032,290,669

Positions
5,080 

5,269 

5,093 

5,549

Full-time Equivalent
3,625.35 

3,801.40 

3,668.73 

4,091.49

 

Overview
The agencies within the Natural Resources Program Area manage Oregon’s natural resources for present and future generations while supporting a sound and sustainable economy. The Governor proposes a natural resources budget that maintains the current service level for natural resource activities. It adds some funding to meet core service needs, to improve the park system, and to restore watersheds.

 

The Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds is an effort by thousands of Oregonians to restore the health of our watersheds. It guides efforts to provide enough clean water to meet business and citizen needs. It responds to Oregonians’ desire to recover salmon. And it does so with a strong emphasis on volunteer efforts. It took a long time for fish stocks to get to the low level they are now. It will take many years to bring them back. One indicator of the Plan’s success is the stream water quality index shown on F-7, Benchmarks.

 

The budget continues the effort from the 1997-99 biennium. Funding was added for a number of different tasks. The following table provides a brief summary of some of the activities that are underway. Most of these tasks have a very long timeline.

 

The Oregon Plan

1997-99 Biennium Effort to Date

Task
Status Summary
Agriculture-area water basin plans
2 complete, 2 final drafts, 3 first drafts
Combined Animal Feeding Operation Inspections
157 to date
Total Maximum Daily Loads
1 completed, 26 underway
Sub-basin water quality plans
Ongoing monitoring of 92 sites statewide
Index stream monitoring 
529 coastal sites monitored
Remaining core habitat monitoring
Habitat inventories complete for 437 miles of streams 
Coastal salmon technical assistance
Ongoing 
Coastal salmon plan monitoring
Ongoing coordination of Oregon Plan
Watershed council education
Ongoing
Fish presence surveys
1,400 completed
Forest landowner technical assistance
1,050 landowners reached
Integrated forest assessment 
In progress
 

 

The Oregon Plan has funded over 350 grants to counties, private groups, State agencies, and others during the 1997-99 biennium. The Governor’s Watershed Enhancement Board awards these grants. About $1.5 million of the grants went to multi-county grantees. About $5.2 million went to statewide efforts. The following state map shows the distribution of the $13.8 million remaining funds on a county basis.
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 Voters passed Ballot Measure 66 in November 1998. It dedicates 15 percent of net lottery proceeds to state parks and salmon restoration. For the 1999-2001 biennium, the amount is $88 million. Parks will spend half. The rest goes to other natural resource agencies for salmon and watershed restoration. 

 

Recommended Budget
The Governor’s recommended budget for natural resources supports three basic areas:

The budget funds core efforts in fee-dependent agencies by recommending fee increases and General Fund coverage for projected revenue shortfalls. Examples of restored services are: protecting the population from bear, cougar, and other wildlife damage; fish and wildlife enforcement; and, monitoring to ensure clean water.

The Oregon Plan is expanded to continue what will be a lengthy salmon and steelhead recovery effort. The wild salmon and steelhead benchmark chart on F-7 shows that fish populations dropped dramatically over the past 10 years. Restoring them depends on changes in community, farming, and forestry practices in watershed basins. Estuaries and the ocean play a role in recovery as well. The Oregon Plan brings all these elements together with many natural resource agencies taking an active role.

Ballot Measure 66 lottery resources are spread among natural resource agencies as the Measure prescribes. Essentially the funding covers park maintenance, land acquisition, and watershed protection and improvement. The following chart indicates how funds will be used.

 

Measure 66 Lottery Funds Available ($ millions):
$ 88.2 

How Ballot Measure 66 Funds will be used:
Replace Base*

New Funds

Total

Parks
$ 14.8 

$ 29.3 

$ 44.1 

All Other Natural Resource Agencies
8.6 

35.5 

44.1 

$ 23.4 

$ 64.8 

$ 88.2 

*

Base General Fund and Base Lottery Fund were reduced from Parks and 
Water Resources – GWEB. These funds are used to replace revenue shortages
elsewhere in the budget.
 

The budget includes added resources for these core natural resource efforts:

Forest fire protection. The budget fully funds this program. For the first time since 1991, the State will pay for 50 percent of fire protection on private lands. For the past eight years, short-term laws reduced the State effort to 45 percent. 

Forestry Department Compound Project – Phase 2. The budget includes funding to complete the construction project started this biennium. The funding will help build two new buildings to replace old ones. It will improve traffic flow and reduce the amount of time it takes to get work done at the compound.

Department of Agriculture Workload. A good economy has increased the number of grocery stores, food processing plants, and measuring devices like gas pumps around the state. The budget adds staff to meet this increased demand for service. This will help protect consumers and business.

Fish and Wildlife. Expects revenue to continue to decline. To make up for that, the agency will cover some administrative expense with $4 million General Fund. A fee increase makes up the rest of the revenue shortfall.

The Department of Environmental Quality. Faces a revenue shortfall. General Fund and lottery funds from Ballot Measure 66 make up the shortfall and restore most of the positions that would have been lost.

Trout hatchery. The Fall Creek trout hatchery will stay open due to an increase in license revenue.

Vehicle testing inspectors. The budget replaces contract inspectors with added staff. It also adds management and support staff for the program.

Federal air quality changes. The budget adds staff funded by the federal government to help assure the State meets federal air quality rules.

Heating oil tanks and weapons depot staff. The budget adds staff to support the heating oil tank cleanup program. It adds staff to expand the Umatilla Weapons Depot mothball project.

Portland Harbor sediment study. The budget adds positions for implementing the Portland Harbor sediment study. It adds funding for meeting facilitation.

Klamath Basin adjudication. The budget adds funding for this project and for groundwater studies.

Parks and Recreation. The budget adds funding to fix the State park system. This system has not had a stable funding source since 1980. Until then, highway funds were used to pay for parks. But voters chose to stop that. So the parks system had to increase user fees to pay for basic upkeep and operations. Unfortunately, this solution led to the decline of parks. There has been little money for maintenance, and no new park property has been purchased in the last 20 years. 

The budget includes added resources for these Oregon Plan efforts:
Weed control funds. The budget adds funding for staff and grants to control weeds that impair fish habitat.

Water Basin plans. The budget includes funds to complete plans for improving water quality as required by the federal government.

Steelhead plan. The budget maintains ongoing steelhead recovery efforts.

Streamflow gauging and water storage capacity. The budget adds funding for measuring and saving water.

State police. The budget maintains 23 state police positions and adds five more to help prevent damage to fish and wildlife.

Groundfish studies. The budget adds staff to improve groundfish counts on the coast.

 

Natural Resources Benchmarks
There are five key Oregon Benchmarks related to the Natural Resources Program Area. They are air quality, wetland preservation, agricultural land preservation, forestland preservation, and salmon recovery.
The measure of air quality in the state is Benchmark No. 79. It tracks the percentage of Oregonians living where the air meets government air quality standards. This monitors Oregon air sheds for carbon monoxide, ozone, fine particulates, and other pollutants. Good air quality is fundamental to the health of Oregonians.
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There are three benchmarks related to land preservation. They are the percentage of Oregon lands still preserved as wetlands No. 81, agricultural lands No.85, and forestlands No. 86. They are major natural resource related benchmarks.
 

The wild salmon and steelhead Benchmark is No. 89. It measures the percentage of wild salmon and steelhead populations that are at target levels in key sub-basins. Although discussions are underway to refine this measure, it underscores the importance of recovery efforts during times when ocean conditions are unfavorable to fish.
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Although there are long timelines involved in salmon recovery, some of the other benchmarks are more immediate. The stream water quality index is Benchmark No. 82. It measures the percentage of monitored stream sites with significantly increasing trends in water quality. Clean rivers and lakes are essential to providing water that is safe for drinking, recreation, and fish and wildlife. 
 

Other benchmarks include:

Permit time. No. 13 measures the percentage of permits issued in target time periods.

Ground water. No. 83 measures ground water quality.

Water rights. No. 84 measures key rivers meeting instream water rights.

Solid waste. No. 87 measures pounds of garbage burned or placed in landfills.

Hazardous waste. No. 88 measures sites that are cleaned up or work in underway.

 


